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■ WHEN 1 first remember lov- 
ing cars, they were toys — real 
toys, that lasted for years. A /1 •• f j-?f 

In 1938 Henry Ford believed f 
his car would last fur years. He 
went around the country heat- I. '; ': 
ing it with a sledge hammer. * ;• 

Then in the '50s a new phrase 

was coined, "Young man. the __ 

future is in plastics.” '■ A |L- 

Over the years plastic cars 
have meant toy ears. But I 
looked at a new one the other 
day that's built by GM, and I'm 

sure it's plastic. It's called die APV. I'm told that means nil plastic ve¬ 
hicle." . . 

It’s a great idea, but certainly not new. Rut the design is new. 

Wouldn't it be great to buy a Cull usd or a Z24 made of all plastic 
parts? Try to imagine an everyday car that wouldn't rust. I believe that s 
what Henry Ford had in mind when he built bis 1938 soybean "all plas¬ 
tic car." 

If you haven't looked at the new GM APV, I suggest doing so. 

One of the best characteristics of today's all plastic cars is safely. 
They should be as safe ns, if not safer, than any car we build. Most race 
cars use plastic bodies. With all the racing accidents, very few drivers 
arc seriously hurt. 

People who predict say by 1995 ns many as 35-40 per cent of all cars 
could Ik* APV. That will he good for everyone. And you can he sure ei¬ 
ther the Japanese or the Europeans will come up with economically 
priced all plastic cars. 


T A 
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■ Dear Car Bob: I own a 1981 car wiili low mileage. The other day it 
quit in the middle of a busy intersection. After getting pushed into a 
filling station, the owner said my battery cables were dirty and cleaned 
them. My question is, should I huy new battery cables? My battery is 
only six months old. —Cleaned Up in Worthington. Ohio. 

* Dear Cleaned Up: No! A spring checkup should have found this 
problem. A good rule of thumb is that if you don't know whuL is wrong 
or what to do. and you arc lucky enough to find someone who gels you 
on your way without charging you the price of an overstaffed moose 
head, lake their advice. Old battery cables don't need to be thrown 
away: just keep them clean. — Car Bob. 


Affordable printers at 
PC show in Amman 


By Khaldoon Tabaza 

Special to the Star 

JORDANIAN USERS or person¬ 
al computers (PC) had a great op¬ 
portunity this week to sec some 
of the latest technologies in the 
PC world. A computer exhibition 
exclusively dedicated to personal 
computers was opened in the 
Royal Cultural Centre in Amman 
on Monday. 

The exhibit, which was opened 
by the Minister of Planning, Dr 
Khalid Amin Abdullah was or¬ 
ganised by General Computers 
and Electronics (GCE), IBM deal¬ 
ers in Jordan, in association with 
its two sister companies. Comput¬ 
er and Engineering Rureau(CEB) 
and International Systems and 
Electronic Development (SED- 
CO). 

Among the products exhibited 
is an affordable audio-visual cap¬ 
turing system on the PS/2 (Per¬ 
sonal Sysicni/2). The system con¬ 
sists of two hardware adaptors 
and n software programme. Its ap¬ 
plications include presentations 
especially in the educational field. 
Shots from a video tape can be 
combined with sampled sounds in 
order to give die desired effects. 

The exhibit, which will contin¬ 
ue until this evening, also has a 
section for primers featuring die 
latest Brother primers with their 
LCD screens through which the 
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UnderAge' and over-active 


primer can be programmed re¬ 
placing the usual DIP box. Regu¬ 
lar laser and colour printers, in 
addition to Letter Quality(LQ) 
models in an affordable price 
range, were also on show. 

Another comer featured plotters 
and computer-aided design soft¬ 
ware and hardware for engineers. 
Also on the display was an Opti¬ 
cal mark reader which is a device 
used in the reading of statistical 
questionnaires and in correcting 
answer sheets. The machine's 
work involves sending a kind of 
radiation against a paper docu¬ 
ment and then using die radia¬ 
tions to determine its content. 

CEB displayed software sys¬ 
tems written by Jordanian pro¬ 
grammers covering a wide range 
of business applications of com¬ 
puters, a new banking system of¬ 
fering "a branch solution" was 
presented in addition to hospiinls 
automation system for handling 
medical records and other admin¬ 
istrative systems. 

A comprehensive Arabisation 
system was presented by SEDCO. 
The system, which is completely 
developed and made in Jordon of¬ 
fers Arabisation solutions for the 
monitor, the printer as well as for 
the computer itself. The system is 
currently being exported to other 
Arab countries and Is continuous¬ 
ly under development. • 


By Khaldoon Tabaza 

Special to The Star 

THE STORY of Under Age goes 
back to 1987 when friendship 
and shared interest in music 
brought together the four school 
males, Nassim Majdalaw, Wael 
Milbes, Ayman Al-Saket and 
Ghassan Wahbeh, who later 
formed UnderAge. "Ayman had 
a keyboard, so we started hang¬ 
ing around in his place and hav¬ 
ing fun, and we started to dis¬ 
cover some hidden talents which 
we needed to express," says Nas¬ 
sim. 

At the beginning, the group 
was interested only in having 
fun. "It was a nice idea to have 
young people doing something 
together and having fun," recalls 
Ayinan. Later on, however, the 
band took llicir ideas and songs 
seriously, a fact that is clearly no¬ 
ticeable in their first song,’Little 
Angel.’ 

The lyrics for "Lillie Angel 
were written by Wael Milbes, a 
founding member of the group 
who used to handle the lyrics but 
later quit because "his lyrics 
were very poetic and weren’t 
easily sung" says Ayman who 
composed the song with Ghas¬ 
san, Nasim did the vocals. 

"Little Angel 1 is bared on 
Charles Dickens 1 book 'Match 
Seller.' It talks about a girl who 
sells matches in ihe snow on a 
very cold Chrisimas eve. She 
doesn't have any money or any¬ 
one to turn to. Finally, she dies 
all alone in the cold. "We want¬ 
ed our first song to express hu¬ 
man suffering. It's quite a gener¬ 
al idea, but we used Dickens' 
story to express iL," explains 
Wael. 

In recording their songs. Un¬ 
der Age always try to be crea¬ 
tive and avoid repetition and im¬ 
itation. "We try to look at new 
horizons, and when we go to the 
studio we forget who we really 
arc, and we try to go beyond the 
music," says Nassim. 

The musical life of UnderAge 
goes into two parts, as the group 
members state. The first era ends 
with the Children International 
Summer Villages (CISV) camp 
song by which they completed 
their fust L.P., ’Running out of 
lime' and the second era starts 
with 'J ust for a Friend Like You. 1 
'In the first part, almost all the 
songs arc alike and contain no 
creativity. But from 'Just for a 
Friend Like You' and onwards 
you can find creative words, mu¬ 
sical instruments, by which we 
tried to create a new image for 
the group," slates Wael. 

"I think that when we recorded 
the first album we were only 
children with liule experience in 
life so we wrote about simple 
things, anything dial we could 
find in from of us. And as the al¬ 
bum s name indicates, we didn't 
have much time to do things. Af¬ 
ter that. I went to England and 
Nassim went la the United 
States for studying and when we 
made a reunion for our second 
L.P. everybody was much more 
mature. So. there is a big differ- 
ence between the first and the 
. ; second album," says Ayman. • 

; Besides ■ TJu*; Anfcljr the 

group s first ajbum contains a 

• so . n .^ t c ^le<i Charming':through 
which; Nagsifr ..believes hehas 
expressed himreif^ 
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Ghassan Wahbeh, Nassim Majdalaw , Ayman Al-Saket 


lious song and I think that it 
shows who I really am," he says. 

Near the completion of their 
first album, the group members 
thought that they wouldn't be to¬ 
gether again since everyone was 
going in different directions to 


Care,' in which the maturity of 
llie band is very dear. 

"In 'Stone Kids', we meant to 
generalise the conditions of 
stone kids everywhere and pa 
only in Palestine. We arc talking 
about six and seven year old hi 


fcUUI*, u* Ullivivni . . . . - f 

complete ihcir studies. So, Uicy sullcring from the miseries« 
expressed their feelings through war. Children arc suffering es- 
a song called I don't Want to rywhere. They suffered in K 
Say Goodbye', which was writ- past, now, and they arc gpmg » 
ten and coiirooscd bv Avman. suffer in llie I mure if we don i do 


a song calico i aon t want to 
Say Goodbye', which was writ¬ 
ten and composed by Ayman. 
"We fell that we were splitting 
up and it was a very sensitive is¬ 
sue for us," Ayman remembers. 

The last song on the group's 
first album,'Another Dream; the 
Sky is the Limit', was a produc¬ 
tion for the song of the Children 
International Summer Villages 
(CISV) camp in Germany made 
by Ayman after he attended llie 
camp. "1 had such a brilliant 
time at llie camp and 1 wanted to 
give them something in return. 
So 1 did the song and sent it to 
CISV Newcastle and in return 
they sent me a letter thanking me 
for producing their song," he 
says. 

The group’s second album 
starts with 'Just for a Friend Like 
You' which was written and 
sung by Ghassan. "In this song I 
tried to say thank you to all my 
friends," says Ghassan. 

T Still Believe’, the second 
song on the L.P., was much 
more complicated than the Hist 


something about it," Ayman 
says. 

The kist song for the group, 
'Show the World You Care, 
song about Greenpeace. 1W 
that the earth is in great top 
and if we won't do anything 
about it then there will be very 
had results," warns Ayman. 

Talking about the 
that they arc- facing UjJrjJ 
seem io have a point lb W 

would like to emphasise. 

Hun Radio Jordan is trying^ j 
very helpful and hdpnwjj 
in Jordan," says Wael. How* . 
the group still has a message 

DJs on ihe radio. 

" We don't really hear our« 
a lot on the radio now .\ 10 
twice a week is not 
u new hand and demandI 

our songs bcj> 

on the radio, cnipha. 

"‘"-IT we don't ask for 
to he played, NgnMj 
Radio Jordan will P ia J 


one. Ayman completely handled Radio Jordan wn v 

ihe work in this one. ,f Thc song says Ayman. nr oiats> 

is about honesty in relationships. As for their tut F ^fferert 
It tells ihe story of a boy who band intends include R# 

loves a girl whose love he later styles, which y ^ they 

questions, "If you love me show gac and House ^ 
it, and if you don't then please reach the one is# 

say it because my heart will best. Besides,, U K ^ coo- 

break but I'll get over it," go the ing 10 t* avC UlC 
lyrics of the song. cert real soon. ^ & 

"First I wrote a draft for the m charity 

story and then I converted it into cc .^ a hjo video **5 

lyrics and tried to find a way in will be concert 

doing the music in order to make bcluhd us i ^nd 

it as sentimental as possible .and b° n a '* iiy big," says 

I choose the instruments in order 11 Wl11 * l T.? ■, • 'd 

to make it as gloomy as possi- v , hRt 'music is W 

blehe says. "rUunk 

The first two songs were com- of JJTSStSriarii tf> 

pletely different in style since V “T SKiisli..'.mdtfr 

each of them was a one-man 


work for Ayman with his 'elec- 
tronic style* and Ghassan with 
tsical style. The rest of the 

On Ihft fllhiim Ayman.' .. • • ■ I* 


his classical style 


characterise the, 


. TJose songS, by which Under-;. 

- ; Age^reoilid its prime are ‘Ari- 
, . OmM D^ywhich is a dancingv ■ 



Design 



Mr 




mm 


coukfb^our “ope , Jordan '?poMcal, economic and cultural weekly 

page 4 ' .. " -' • ^ ^ - ■ • ■ . : ■ ; ■'■■ ■ ! 

■---1 Amman, 9-15 August 1990 .. Vol: 1 No :28 


(USilHiA ^UlLill 



imminent, page 5 


pendency on the 
^,page5 

■Open hostilities In 
Gulf possible, 
page 3 

■Local Jordanian 

faction, page 4 

.' • 1 ’ ; - ' ' *• I* 

■Lest chance for 


On the occasion of His Majesty 
King Hussein's accession 
to The Throne 


ARAB BANK 

has the honour to convey to ■ 

Gaos M&sm'Fv ■■ 
K 003 ® GaODQSSQKl . : , 

; fts. felicitatlops 
and most cordial Wlsfhds ) 




















































AMMAN (Suit) —Clad in native 
folkloric clothing, 105 children 
from seven Arab countries Tues¬ 
day filled the auditorium of die 
Royal Cultural Centre for the 
opening ceremony of the 10th 
annual Arab Children Confer¬ 
ence. 

The children listened to 
speeches by the Minister of Edu¬ 
cation Dr Mohammad Hamdan, 
the Director of the Noor Al- 
Husscin Foundation Mrs Ina'm 
Mufti, and two children partici¬ 
pating in the conference which 
aims to promote cultural under¬ 
standing among Arab children of 
various countries in the Arab 
world. 

"This conference helps us 
moke friendships with Arab chil¬ 
dren and provides us with the 
opportunity to learn about chil¬ 
dren of other countries. It's also 


Arab children meet in Amman 



Their 
Majesties 
King Husse¬ 
in and 
Queen Noor 
Tuesday 
receive at Al 
Nadwa 
Palace Arab 
children 
participating 
at the 10th 
Arab Chil¬ 
dren Confer¬ 
ence 


a lot of fun," said 18 year old also attended the 1986 conven- 
Wail Khamra, a Jordanian who lion. 


‘The meeting will help create 
harmony among all Arab coun¬ 
tries and should be helpful to fu¬ 
ture relations between Arab 
countries because the relation¬ 
ship between children affects the 
fate of their countries," ex¬ 
plained Rula Al-Ghool, a 13- 
year-old Palestinian who hopes 
to inform other children about 
the Palestinian uprising. 

Her Majesty Queen Noor also 
attended and presented certifi¬ 
cates and gifts of appreciation to 
individuals who have devoted 
three to five years service in or¬ 
ganising the conference held 
each year in Amman. The chil¬ 
dren and the programme co¬ 
ordinators were later received at 


THE SECRET OF GETTING AIR CARGO 
TO AND FROM THE MIDDLE EAST 

The secret of getting cargo to and from the Middle East quickly, efficiently and safely 
is a question of dedication. 

That's why Royal Jordanian has cargo facilities at each one of Its destinations as well 
as staff experienced exclusively In the handling of cargo, be It perishables or general 
shipments. Our computerized system allows you to monitor where your cargo Is at any 
time en route to Its final destination. 

Add to that the Ideal location of Amman, the center of the network and the heart of 
the Middle East, and you have a cargo service that 
really makes a difference. And that’s no secret. ^ ROYALJORDANIAN 



AI Njulawa Palace by Their Ma¬ 
jesties King Hussein and Qim 
Nix>r. 

The opening ceremony also 
featured a reading from the Holy 
Koran by a young man &o m s*. 
dim, a mini-orchestra perfor¬ 
mance, and a short film eon- 
prised of clips from previa 
conferences. This year’s meet- 
ing is special because it is actual¬ 
ly a reunion for past participants 
in die programme. 

Tire seven Arab countries rep¬ 
resented at this year's meeting 
include Jordan, Palestine! 
Yemen, Tunis, Egypt, Sudan and 
the United Arab Emirates. Dur¬ 
ing their five-day slay in the 
country, the children will visit 
Mafraq, Zerqa, King Abdullah 
Mosque and various other sites, 
They will also spend a day with 
a Jordanian family. 
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• All meetings of the auxil¬ 
iary committees of the Arab 
Co-operation Council 
(ACC) have been postponed 
until further notice due to 
the current state of affairs 
in the Arab Gulf, sources 
close to the ACC general 
secretary told The Star. 

• The cabinet is consider¬ 
ing the possibility of ex¬ 
empting foreign sports dele¬ 
gations visiting the country 
from the .ID IS airport tax. 

• Jordanian officials will 
Friday, 10 August, deliver 
messages from His Majesty 
King Ilusscin to a number 
of Arab leaders informed 
sources said Wednesday. 

• UNRWA Community 
Centres will Tuesday, 14 Au¬ 
gust, organise a charity ba¬ 
zaar at the Baqa Centre® 
the occasion of the opening 
of Waqqas centre. 
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Shockwaves of the Kuwait invasion hit world capital* 

Gulf crisis could lead to open US-lraqi hostilities 

_i_i_ .:_T—_>_ rv-_: rrw__ _ B 


IN ONE week's lime Iraq's Presi¬ 
dent Saddam Hussein has 
changed the rules of the game in 
one of the world's most strategic 
and volatile regions. By storm¬ 
ing into neighbouring Kuwait 
Iasi Thursday, deposing the emir 
and the ruling family and setting 
up an interim administration loy¬ 
al to Baghdad, President Hussein 
has, in the eyes of Washington 
and its industrial allies, commit¬ 
ted an unforgivable sin for 
which not only he but the whole 
region must pay the price. 

Less than a week since Thurs¬ 
day's invasion and instead of re¬ 
tracting, Baghdad delivered an¬ 
other bombshell by declaring 
complete unity between Iraq and 
Kuwait at the request of the Ku¬ 
waiti government. "The part has 

C id the whole," said Baghdad 
o on Wednesday. President 
Hussein was not snowing any 
signs of backing up after Presi¬ 
dent George Bush? announce¬ 
ment only few hours before the 
Iraqi declaration that American 
military aircraft and thousands 
of servicemen will be rushed to 
Saudi Arabia as part of a multi¬ 
national force to defend the Sau¬ 
dis against a possible Iraqi inva¬ 
sion. By Wednesday evening 
news agencies were confirming 
the first squadrons of American 
jel fighters had landed in Saudi 
airbases. Earlier the United 
Slates and Britain, which will 
also send troops, advised their 
i subjects in Saudi Arabia's oil- 
nch Eastern Province to get out 
as soon as possible. 

By Wednesday there were no 
signs of a breakthrough in last 
minute Arab attempts to defuse 
the crisis. Egypt's President Mu¬ 
barak called on President Husse¬ 
in lo withdraw his forces from 
xuwait and get them replaced by 
wmu-nalional Arab peace keep- 
! ng '“!**. In a press conference 
p held on Wednesday, the 
Egyptian president denied earlier 
jj-pls that Egypt had agreed to 
American forces In be 
' n ^ au( *‘ A ra t>‘a. But he 
^ his country will respond lo 
JFL a ^ ‘f il was made by the 
Judis and the forces were ex- 

lively Arab. 

president Mubarak warned 
enS!^ 111 Hussein that a pre- 
2*!® ? ill tary strike could bo 
2 to Iraq from many dircc- 

tiirlr e ^ a Wed* fu- 
Ml J° r toe Arab nation. He 
em rJ 0T toe convening of an 
ihanS? summ il in less 
J °toi n 8 President 


reouestS f Assad who formally 
m «toSeplaw CmCrgCnCysam ' 

W0 L rds of Wfuilin g 
Iraai? t? 111 10 ! lavc shaken the 
the 4 ’ a . radio statement by 
reneaSn ? Uonary council, Iraq 
pi ? mise 10 retaliate 
to tHL a ^ unst m y auempls 
promised 

^%t&£- manyera wm 

CT Ca ;?, retribution is yet to 
agajn.. ^9 r ldwide sanctions 
coimy “59! and Kuwait oil. 
Sc , a range of 

^ftiancialandothereSibar- 
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The most dangerous of these 
measures appears to be a mili¬ 
tary intervention aimed at forc¬ 
ing the Iraqis out of Kuwait and 
eventually check President Hus¬ 
sain s future ambitions in the 
Gulf. Already a flotilla of US, 
French, British and Soviet war¬ 
ships arc swarming the Gulfs 
water while the US's Sixth Fleet 
in the Mediterranean has been 
put on the alert. 

The prospects of a US military 
intervention arc yet unclear 
since, according to a number of 
military experts, it will entail a 
huge mobilisation of troops and 
could be extremely cosdy to die 
United Stales. Still this so-called 
option is real enough to warrant 
Iraqi precautions. Millions of 
city dwellers inside Iraq have 
been told to be ready to evacuate 
their cities at a moment's notice, 
while additional armed divisions 
arc to be formed and the half 
million strong Iraqi popular 
army has been recreated. 

Tnc Iraqis have made it clear 
that they will not succumb to 
Western pressures lo rc-instate 
the deposed Kuwaiti ruler and 
his government. By mid-week it 
looked that Arab mediation ef¬ 
forts to settle the Iraqi-Kuwaili 
dispute have come lo a dead end. 
The last initiative was launched 
jointly by Libyan leader Muamcr 
Qadhaffi and PLO chairman 
Yasser ArafaL The latter visited 
Alexandria, where Egyptian 
President Hosni Muharak was 
staying, Baghdad and Jeddah. 
And although details of the Lib- 
yan-Palcstinian initiative were 
not disclosed, by Tuesday it ap¬ 
peared that Mr Arafat had failed 
to get Saudi Arabia's King 
Fahefs blessing for the plan. 

On Friday last week, His Ma¬ 
jesty King Hussein appeared to 
nave made headway with efforts 
to convene a mini summit in Jed¬ 
dah on Sunday. The summit 
would have involved Iraq's Pres¬ 
ident Hussein, Egypt's President 
Mubarak in addition to King Fa- 


wait take 
cover be¬ 
hind their 
armoured 
personnel 
carrier in 
the early 


had. King Hussein 
and Kuwait's Emir 
Jaber A1 Ahmad A1 , rnnl 
Sabah. King Husse- * ra Ql 
in announced the J r f°P s m 
agreement of Presi- Salhyadls- 
dent Hussein to the trlctof Ku- 
Jeddah summit wait take 
only hours before cover be- 
a " emergency hind their 
meeting of Arab armoured 
foreign ministers in „ ™ 

Cairo denounced P ers ° nn fl 
Iraq’s invasion of carrier In 
Kuwait and called the early 
for iis immediate days of the 
withdrawal. Four- invasion 
teen countries vot¬ 
ed for the resolu¬ 
tion while five 
countries, including Jordan, did 
not. 

This development dealt a blow 
to Jordan's snort-lived success. 
Iraq's response was a stem rejec¬ 
tion of meeting or dealing with 
the deposed leader and later on 
Baghdad announced the forma¬ 
tion of a Kuwaiti interim govern¬ 
ment, which had before confis¬ 
cated the possessions of the 
ruling family. Later on, it looked 
as if the new administration in 
Kuwait City was well positioned 
while its decision lo form a pop¬ 
ular Arab army was met with the 
influx of over 100,000 Iraqi vol¬ 
unteers. 

The Iraqis were by Tuesdny 
entrenching themselves in Ku¬ 
wait. Baghdad had on Tuesday 
announced that llic new Kuwaiti 
government had changed the 
name of the Emirate of Kuwait 
to the republic of Kuwaii. 

And as a result of ihe UN Se¬ 
curity Council's resolution lo en¬ 
force sweeping sanctions against 
Iraq and Kuwait, President Huss¬ 
ein sent stem messages through 
his envoys in Europe and die 
United States, that Iraq will meet 
any attempt lo intervene in Iraq’s 
internal affairs wilh force and 
will retaliate against any such at¬ 
tempt. 

Saudi Arabia, on the other 
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hand, was under US pressure to 
respond to UN sanctions by 
shutting down the Iraqi oil pipe¬ 
line passing through Saudi terri¬ 
tory. The other main Iraqi outlet, 
through Turkey, was partially 
turned off on Monday by Iraq, 
but was completely shut off by 
the Turkish government on 
Tuesday after die UN resolution. 

Meanwhile President Hussein 
had made it clear that Iraq had 
no territorial ambitions in Saudi 
Arabia. Iraq said that there was 
no reason for the Saudis to shut 
down die Iraqi pi |» line, but 
warned that any such action will 
not lie accepted by Baghdad. 

While Arab diplomatic efforts 
to contain and defuse the crisis 
seem to have fizzled away, there 
were reports that Baghdad and 
Washington were negotiating 
through President Mubarak. 

I rail has made it clear dial no 
compromise involving die return 
of the Sabah family to Kuwait 
will be accepted. Observers be¬ 
lieve that President Hussein will 


i j 

try to calm Western fears regard¬ 
ing the flow of oil from the Gulf. 
TTic- same observers say the oil 
embargo will hurt Western inter¬ 
ests just as bad as it will the Ira¬ 
qis. I low long can the industrial 
world sustain a dramatic rise In 
oil prices is uncertain. But oil an¬ 
alysis (see related story) say an 
increase id the oil price over the 
$30 per barrcl mark will pave lire 
way for a world recession and an 
oil crunch. 

The man in the street has never 
felt so much hatred for the Amer¬ 
icans — to him a symbol of a im¬ 
perialist conspiracy directed to¬ 
wards his own existence and 
independence. At the same lime, 
not for a-lung time did an Arab 
• leader enjoy so much, popular 
supiKirt from Arabs everywhere. 
President Saddam Hussein is 
now. a 2(lth century Sal add in or 
Sulahuddin, die Muslim leader 
who united the Arabs and re¬ 
lic I led the last of the crusade fo¬ 
rays into Palestine and the holy 
city of Jerusalem. 
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In a press conference 

King Hussein says emergency Arab summit 
could be last chance to defuse Gulf crisis 


By A Star Staff Writer 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein 
has said that an emergency Arab 
summit will convene in Cairo to¬ 
day, Thursday, in an attempt that 
"could be the last chance" for re¬ 
solving the Gulf crisis within an 
Arab context. 

Addressing a press gathering 
at the Royal Hashemite Court on 
Wednesday evening, King Huss¬ 
ein did not confirm whether Iraq 
and Kuwait would attend the 
summit and who would repre¬ 
sent Kuwait in the meeting. 

In response to a question on 
whether Jordan will abide by the 
United Nations Security Council 
resolution which calls on all 
members to enforce n sweeping 
embargo on Iraq, King Hussein 
said that die Jordanian govern¬ 
ment is now studying how the 
resolution will lie physically 
adopted. 

"Jordon is a member of the 
United Nations and understands 
fully its obligations under the 
(UN) charter. The government of 
Jordan is studying how it will 
physically adopt the resolution," 
the King told members of the 
foreign, Arab and Jordanian 
press. 

King Hussein said that he was 
concerned with the absence of 
Arnb efforts to resolve the Gulf 
crisis within the Arab family. He 
said that an escalation of actions 
and reactions could lead "us to 
the verge of disaster" that will 
affect all countries in the region 



King Hussein addressing the press conference 


and maybe the world as a whole. 

King Hussein said that Jordan 
is committed to the principle of 
llie inadmissibility of acquisition 
of territory by force "and refuses 
to recognise any changes that are 
brought abouL by an external ac¬ 
tion. Wc still recognise the emiri 
regime in Kuwait... and the sys-, 
tern of government there," the 
King said. 

Asked if Jordan is opposed to 
sending American troops (o Sau¬ 
di Arabia the King snid that 
"Saudi Arabia is a sovereign 
stale und can exercise its right in 
seeking any kind of assistance 
dun it believes it is in need of.' 1 
However, he said that "we in the 
Arab world had a duly to deal 
with our problems as rapidly as 
possible and in a manner that is 
adequate to any challenge we 
face’’ 


King Hussein said that Jordan 
is concerned with, and will do 
whatever it can to defuse the 
Gulf conflict. The region, he 
said, is facing one of the most 
dangerous crisis it has ever en¬ 
countered. 

Tiie King said that the Jordani¬ 
an Armed Forces have been at a 
partial state of alert since the cri¬ 
sis began because "we have to be 
alert to any possibility." 

He said that ■ Jordan has 
always worked towards main¬ 
taining good relations with other 
Arab countries and has always 
sought to secure Arab rights. 
"Wc are not subservient to any 
and by that I mean any in this 
world," the King said in re¬ 
sponse to a question about Jor¬ 
dan's relations with Iraq. He add¬ 
ed that Jordan always acts in line 
with what best serves the inter¬ 
ests of the Arab world. 


British citizen praises Iraqi 
treatment of foreigners 

Amman (Star) -A British businessman reluming from Iraq has said 
he was well treated by the Iraqis and that he docs not suspect foreign, 
ers currently in Baghdad to be prevented from leaving the country 
Mr Brian Hume, who crossed into Jordan on Tuesday by taxi, said he 
was "amazed" at the Iraqi hospitality. He wus on a seven-day visit to 
the Iraqi capital and was planning to continue to Kuwait before the 
Iraqi invasion took place. 

"life in Baghdad is very normal," said Mr Hume in a telephone in¬ 
terview with The Star. "I was allowed to visit Irbil in tire north of the 
country and since it was my first visit I was very impressed with the 
country." 

Mr Hume said he saw good trading opportumucs for him in Iraq. 
Asked what effects would the United Nations sanctions on Iraq have 
on his business, Mr Hume said "I can't say riglu now. I guess 1 will 
have to wait and see." 

Iraq's invasion of Kuwait look place on Mr Hume's second day in 
Baghdad. He said he did not know of any foreign, especially British, 
citizens taken by the Iraqis from Kuwait to Baghdad. 

Grossing the border was no problem for the English businessman, 
who was accompanied by a Jordanian friend. "Hie Iraqis asked if our 
embassy in Baghdad knew of our dqxmure. anil I showed them my 
valid passport and visas and they let me through," said Hume. He 
said he did not understand why the media was making so much fuss 
over treatment of foreigners in Iraq. 

But Mr Hume said he always follows a golden rule whenever trav¬ 
elling in the Middle East and this is "never discuss politics or relig- 

UJ students demonstrate in support of Iraq 


AMMAN(Star)—An estimated 
750 students marched through 
the University of Jordan (UJ) 
Wednesday expressing support 
for Iraq and its president Saddam 
Hussein, and condemning Saudi 
Arabia for allowing US troops 
into its territories. 

Iraqi students accompanied by 
Jordanian students representing 
various political trends started 
the march 1 p.m and were later 
joined by other students, as they 
marched through the main streets 


of the university. 

The demonstrators carried pic¬ 
tures of His Majesty King Husa¬ 
in and Saddam Hussein along¬ 
side Jordanian and Iraqi flags. 
The students chanted slogans ex¬ 
pressing the need for Arab unity 
and the will to volunteer in the 
Iraqi army to defend Arab land 
against foreign aggression. 
"Death over humiliation," read 
one of llie banners. The demon¬ 
stration lasted for two hours. 


A Jordanian expatriate in Kuwait reacts to Iraqi Invasion 

_ --- . 1 _ J.i 


By Charlotte Hale 

Star Staff Writer 

"I ALWAYS listen to the news 
at 7 am. On the day of the inva¬ 
sion, I remember hearing that 
Iraq was gelling close to Kuwait, 
near the borders, but nothing 
was said about an actual inva¬ 
sion," remembers Afas Alami, a 
Jordanian who works as a librar¬ 
ian in Saimiya, Kuwait. 

"I was supposed to pick up my 
husband at the airport at 9:30 
that morning. He was coming to 
Jordan from Kuwait for a visit 
A few minutes later the tele¬ 
phone rang. As soon as I real¬ 
ized it was him, I knew that Iraq 
had invaded Kuwait," she says. 

Afas, whose husband works in 
the oil industry, has lived in Ku¬ 
wait since 1968. Like many Jor¬ 
danian expatriates who work in 
the Gulf states, she returned in 
June to tlic moderate tempera¬ 
tures of Jordan for her summer 
vacation. However, site awoke 
to a hot crisis last Thursday, 
finding that her home away from 
home had been invaded by the 
Iraqi army because of disputes 
over oil production and pricing. 

Sitting in the living room of 
her apartment in Amman, the 
44-ycar old mother of two chil¬ 
dren had sensed that "something 
was boiling" in Kuwait over the 
past few years. Press editorials 
and discontent among some Ku¬ 
waitis who unhappy with the 
representation in a parliament 
that was 40 per cent govern¬ 
ment-appointed contributed to 
thepressurised atmosphere. 

Tne couple purchased their 
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apartment in Amman's Gardens 
area in 1985 because they real¬ 
ised that Mr Alami, a technical 
worker, stood the possibility of 
losing his job because of the 
country's efforts to "Kuwailise" 
the oil industry. 

"Bui I never thought an inva¬ 
sion would happen. I was sur¬ 
prised," insists the self-described 
moderate who believes in the 
power of negotiations. 

Though her husband intended 
to come to Jordan for his three- 
week vacation, he has now de¬ 
cided to stay in Kuwait to see 
how the situation develops. He 
also thinks he is needed at his 
job. He went to work on Fri¬ 
day, Saturday and Sunday with 
little interference, encountering 
a minimal number of identity 
checkpoints during the 30- 
minute drive. He reports that the 
Iraqi army has not incited trou¬ 
ble and that he is being treated 
very well, though he had no idea 
if Kuwaiti nationals were experi¬ 
encing harassment. 

Afas is still unsure if her hus¬ 
band will be able to keep his job 
in Kuwait. "As long as the Ku¬ 
waitis ore out, he will probably 
slay., but if the Kuwaitis come 
back, he might have to leave his 
job. It depends on who stays in 
the country" she says.. 

Despite the uncertainty, Afas 
stresses that she prefers Arab 
unity to occupation and wishes 
that the the Arab world would 
plan, towards unity without the 
use of force. ; 

However, Afas describes Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein os an 
individual whom: "people qeein 


PIPHP I Jordan permanendy. Her hus- 
^ 'HKW band has always worked in the 

IIj); W9B ^ oil industry, so she assumes dial 

.*■ g* he would try to find a related job 

ff * diat would enable him to use his 
■‘fr . JOrnf chemistry degree. Jordan's cur¬ 
’s, rem employment crunch con- 

cems her, but she is not cxlrcmc- 
L \y worried because her extended 

: family will help if they get into a 

1 financial crunch, However, if 

die job search extended past u 
few months, her anxiety would 
' grow. 

Msg, Afas does not fear that her 
Ifk children's education will be af- 
* fecied by the unstable situation. 
§M (r? With a 20-ycar-old daughter at- 

: _ / : fA. mS: Jki tiding her alma mater the 

•. 11 American University in Cairo 

Kuwaitis protest the Iraqi In - ^ ? ^-year-old son considcr- 

vaslon of their country this I!! 8 u same university for Sep- 
week • tember entrance, Afas explains 


that she has pul enough money 
aside to ensure that their cduca- 
to like. She observes ihat he Uon ,s not threatened. "They 
seems to be a logical person who mi B h t have to go first semester 
plans well and who perfiaps has ^ skip die second or the other 
the power to help create a sense wa y around, but this would be a 
ot untty among Arabs. temporary situation," she adds. 

. I don t necessarily mean pblit- According to newspaper re- 
icat unity, but the conflict might P 0 ^. many Jordanians reel the 

teke” 1 a 8 unirL Ara . b 10 *j u 'r lU sot What they de- 

JffJ.,® ti n “ ied stand against after years of puppeteer- 
whats going on, she notes. . tag to Western interests while 
Afas wishes that the conflict Pacing less emphasis on the Pal- 
could: £ u . nian conflict,, Afas. however, 
.S™ S0 lv ed by. negotia-; j^ls sorry for her Kuwaiti 
lions, but speculated that there - : 'friends,. ’Having been bbm and 

fcrdt?toS s e8 i!j male r ,W!ons : ^ JMus^S^shertmpa-; 

WdSffi 0 ?*!&• ■ ; J^joth the Kuwaitis who are 
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plains. "However, 1 also dotrt 
want foreign intervention. 

Afas is scared to think abwj 
the consequences of continued 
threats from the Western powea 
She culls the Iraqi occupation* 
limited problem that 001,1(1 
tcntiaily become a universal 
dint would definitely “p* "J, 
dan and iwrhnps push the won 
towards wur. 

"1 don't understand why every 

one has moved so Q ui yv\. 
strongly against Iraq irf5 
dent Hussein. No one has. S 1 
him time to act. And he* 
poscdly starting to m > J. 
says Afas who views the _ 
media coverage with pPj* 

"I'm not saying dial A®* .. 
is right, but why dldn 
ed States take the same «ggj 
against Israel (when it ..... 
the West Bank andI GazaSWW . 

Afas says that the .° c0 ^ c -| 
support a beW- K^ 

should te toft up to ft® 
alone. Based pn to 
living in the counuy^f® 
that most Kuwaiu?. . g. 

change, though. no^Aj^^ 
one. "Ihatqiios^ofters^ 

fere. in. my g over, fSLS 

theirs;"adds: Afag;^ 
return to v 

"I am 

. ence, %,• 
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World Bank expert 


Oil crisis likely to cause world economic recession 


By a Star Staff Writer 

SAUDI ARABIA will not be 
able to compensate for die oil 
shortages from which the world 
will suffer as a result of die em¬ 
bargo which was enforced on 
Iraqi and Kuwuili oil exports on 
Tuesday 6 August, according to 
a London-based oil expert. 

Saudi Arabia will need to in¬ 
vest $15 billion over a period of 
six years in order to raise ire pro¬ 
duction capacity from the cur¬ 
rent 5.2 million barrels per day 
{bpd) to Lhc 10 million hpd ca¬ 
pacity of 1979 and 1980, Dr 
Mamdouh Salaineh, a World 
Bank consultant, said in u tele¬ 
phone interview with The Star. 

"No one country con make up 
for the oil shortage that will re¬ 
sult from boycotting Iraqi and 
Kuwaiti oil production of 4.7 
million bpd,” Dr Salameh said. 
"It is not easy to immediately re¬ 
place 4.7 million barrels of daily 
production of oil,” he said. 

If Iraqi and Kuwaiti oil is not 
allowed to be pumped out to the 
world market, the only way to 
reach the Organisation of Petro¬ 
leum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) current oil production of 
22.5 million bpd would be for all 
OPEC members to increase their 
production quota. 

This, however, will not be 
easy for a combination of techni¬ 
cal and political factors. Dr Sala- 
meh said the extra production fa¬ 
cilities of OPEC members arc 
much less efficient than they 
used lo be in the eighties and 
many OPEC countries would be 
hesitant to break ihcir Geneva 
agreement on production ceiling 
or to antagonise Iraq." 

Dr Salamch said that OPEC 
coimtrics were thinking of em¬ 
itting on a $60 billion project 
lo improve their production fa¬ 
cilities even before the eruption 
or the Gulf crisis in order lo 
oiMt an anticipated increase in 
°» demand. The project, he 


Saudi Arabia will need 
to Invest $15 billion 
over a period of six 
years In order to raise 
its production capacity 
from the current 5.2 mil¬ 
lion barrels per day 
(bpd) to the 10 million 
bpd capacity of 1979 
and 1980. 


said, would aim at increasing 
OPEC production to 30 million 
bpd in order to meet the antici¬ 
pated near future demand of 27 
million bpd. 

Non-OPEC oil producing 
countries would try to make up 
for the oil shortages but Ihcir ex¬ 
tra production will not compen¬ 
sate for the shortages (hat an em¬ 
bargo on Iraqi and Kuwaiti oil 
would produce, according to Dr 
Salamch. He said that Mexico al¬ 
ready produces 1.27 million bpd 
and this rate is not likely to be 
maintained due lo domestic 
problems while the North Sea 
production is declining. Britain 
he said can produce 2 million 
bpd buL it needs 1.7 million bar¬ 
rels to meet its domestic needs. 

The OPEC countries could, 
however, add extra 3 million bpd 
and non-OPEC producers like 
Mexico and the UK's North Sea 
could produce extra 500,000 
bpd, said Dr Salamch. 

The London-based economist 
expected oil prices to reach $30 
per barrel as a result of lhc 
blockade that was imposed on 
Iraq but said that 'The sky would 
be the limit if there was a foreign 
military intervention" in the Gulf 
and oil prices could easily reach 
$40 per barrel. 

And while the economies of 



"The sky would be the 
limit if there was a for¬ 
eign military interven¬ 
tion" in the Gulf and oil 
prices could easily 
reach $40 per barrel. 

the United Slates and Japan 
could easily absorb an increase 
to S25 per barrel of oil prices, 
world economics will be strong¬ 
ly affected if the prices exceed 
that figure. 

If oil prices reach $30 per bar¬ 
rel, a half per cent decline in the 
global economic growth will be 
registered and there will be be¬ 
tween half to one per cent infla¬ 
tion as well as a slight increase 
in the interesi rates, according lo 
Dr Salameh. Also he said that a 
$30 per barrel price could add 


There will be a 2 per 
cent inflation in the ma¬ 
jor industrialised econo¬ 
mies andal to 1.5% de¬ 
cline in the world 
economic growth if oil 
prices reach $40 per 
barrel. 


538 billion to lhc US yearly oil 
import bill. 

A world economic recession 
will culminate, however, if oil 
prices reach S40 per barrel, he 
said. 

Dr Salamch who has recently 
published a book on the possibil¬ 
ity of the eruption of a third oil 
crisis, said there will be a 2 per 
cent inflation in the major indus¬ 
trialised economics and a 1 lo 


"No one country can 
make up for the oil 
shortage that will result 
from boycotting Iraqi 
and Kuwaiti oil produc¬ 
tion of 47 million bpd." 


1.5 per cent decline in lhc world 
economic growth if oil prices 
roach $40 |ier barrel. 

The US economy, which is al¬ 
ready showing signs of slow 
growth, will he slowly pushed 
inwards recession if oil prices 
register lhc record $10 per barrel 
as the country imports 52 per 
cent of its nil ennsumptinn. said 
Dr Sulnineh. He also pointed out 
lhat Japan will l>e vulnerable In 
any Midi increase as it imports 
almost IOO per cent of its oil 
needs. 

Another immediate conse¬ 
quence of the Gulf crisis, accord¬ 
ing to Dr Salamch, is an increase 
in demand for the US dollar 
since oil is usually paid for in 
dollars. This, he said, will lead 
lo the strengthening or the dollar 
and a stronger dollar, combined 
with higher oil prices, means 
that other major world curren¬ 
cies will fall against the US cur¬ 
rency. "Major oil importers like 
Japan. France, and Germany will 
be paying out more yens. D- 
marks, and francs respectively 
and consequently their curren¬ 
cies will fall against the dollar." 
said Dr Salamch. 

At any rate, Dr Salamch said 
dial the S25 per barrel reference 
price that Iraq was pushing to 
achieve before it invaded Kuwait 
would be the baseline in lighL of 
the new development in the re¬ 
gion. 


US agricultural exports to Iraq exceeded $726 million in 1989 


® INTERTWINING of poii- has grown considerably since the 

i 80(1 can be a risky United Slates and Iraq resumed 
irK' ^sequences of diplomatic relations in Novem- 
d,sr uptions with partners ber 1984. 
o are out of political favour The principal products .export* 
often be as injurious lo the cd to Iraq include wheat, rice, 

penser as it is to the recipient, com, poultry feeds, soybean 

tensions increasing be- meal, cotton, tobacco, sugar, tal- 
Baghdad and Washington, low, dairy products and eggs. 

>3 |or sanctions are becoming The US Department of Agn- 

culture figures for selected 1989 
, q . u,( * glance at the trade fig- US agricultural exports to Iraq in 
*or Iraq and the US reveals terms of their dollar value are as 
X ricant relationship be- follows: wheat and wheat prod-; 

the two countries. Accord- ucts $179.1 millidn;/rice $132.9 
mm* e ^ Department of million; coni $63.7 million; pth- 
. t f r( ; e > American exports to er feed grains $10.6 miltion; 
iff ^ some 51-174 billion feeds atid fi)dde^.$87,3'milliori, 
n 7;®y the largest por- pulses SU5.J• m« -soybean 

mfcfii $71.1 million; vegetable; 


Z oy?r $726 million ers $35.6- millipnL^aeeps^o.i , 
IMajrnccUunU products to million; dairy produclS-JlM 

compruingialmost ml|lion;j : «flu<wured 
ZtS ** agricultural ' *32.4 ndllionr other (°W, 
An <K e this figure re- $3.6 mnitan;; hdes Md;sJa^.^ 


the US bought approximately 
$2,408 billion worth of Iraqi ex¬ 
ports in 1989. Oil accounted for 
about 98% of tills total. This left 
the US with a hefty $1,235 bil¬ 
lion trade deficit for the year 
with Iraq — 1 no minor affair in 
an era of sizable US trade defi¬ 
cits. In the agricultural sector 
though, US fanners benefited 
from a $723.7 million agricultu¬ 
ral trade surplus last year, Amer¬ 
ica bought only $2,3 million 
worth of Iraqi agricultural prod¬ 
ucts in 1989, consisting primari¬ 
ly of dates and licorice extract, 
up from $1.6 million in 1988. 

figures ayallablo for 1990 in¬ 
dicate a continuation of the 

i. strong trading ! mlaiionsljip Jmr 
iweeb Iraq and .tao U$, with fig¬ 
ures slightly higher than the lev-: 

• ,• ' iKa. rami' 


$634 9 million worth of gOods, 


1990, compared to $954.1 mil¬ 
lion in 1989. 

However, with calls in Wash¬ 
ington for sanctions against 
Baghdad, many politicians are 
reluctant to consider politically- 
motivated sanctions against an¬ 
other country, not only because 
it often hurts the population of 
the country as opposed to the 
leaders making the political de¬ 
cisions, but also because it usu¬ 
ally hurts the home country ox!- 
porters at least os badly. 

A notable feature of the rela¬ 
tionship is tho extent to which 
Iraq depends upon various credit 
arrangements for its imports. 

: Iraq Is a major beneficiary of 
voiipus US credit programmes, 

; export proju.odbn programmes 
and export irisurgcnce pro¬ 
grammes. The availability ,of 
■ credit is,critical to Baghdad as 
Iraqi ; is short of foreign ex^ 
change. Iraq's substantial exter¬ 
nal debt, which : accumulated lb 
: enormous proportions during the: 
• ilr^n-lraq war, when ' Baghdad 
, borrowed some $20 billion fibm 
nbji-^rab sources" and; another 
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$40 billion-550 billion from the 
Arab Gulf states, competes vora¬ 
ciously for the country's limited 
foreign exchange. 

For fiscal year 1990, $500 mil¬ 
lion worth of Commodity Credit 
Corporation credit guarantees 
were provided to Iraq. Under this 
programme, the US government 
guarantees payment by the for¬ 
eign importers — in this case 
Iraq — lo the US ( exporters. 
American exporters 'then, who 
might prefer another importer to 
Iraq, will, hqt hesitate , to Sell 
since payment. is guaranteed. . . 
More importantly, the loan guar- ■ 
antees enable Iraq to obtain bank 
financing over a longer period of 
time thus-.easing demands on- 
Baghdad's foreign exchange. ^ 

The release of/further : Cooir 
modity Credit Corporation:guar*. 
antces has now beep deferred, / 
pending the outcome of an tnvpg- - -, 
ligation begun in Qctpbc* 1989 j j 
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Preserving the traditional look 


By Hind-Lara Mango, 
Special to The Star. 

ENTERING THE Jordan Design 
and Trade Centre is a delight to 
the eyes. A serene blue Titled 
carpet is reflected off glass cabi¬ 
nets and shelves containing heb- 
ron glass in different shapes, siz¬ 
es and colours. Turquois stones 
imbedded in silver bracelet, and 
necklace settings arc elegantly 
showcased in these cabinets loo. 

Hazem Al-Zu'bis ceramics and 
Hind Al-Tahcr's rectangular 
stone lamps incorporated with 
pieces of traditional carpet arc 
also on display. But the main at¬ 
tractions are bright carpets wov¬ 
en in the traditional Jordanian 
design. Matching cushions in 
Jordanian stitch, tote bags, and 
jewelry pouches highlight the 
centres wealth of the cross-stitch 
in bright red, orange, yellow and 
black. 

All these items are made by lo¬ 
cal Jordanians with the main aim 
of using this wholsalc show¬ 
room to encourage handicraft 
production in the country. 

A study carried out in 1984 by 
Save The Children and The 
United States Agency for Inter¬ 
national Development (USAID) 
indicated that improper market¬ 


ing of local crafts had a direct ef¬ 
fect on declining production. 

With this problem in rnintj^. 
The Noor A1 Hussein Founda¬ 
tion set-up various projects in 
the Kingdom such as the Jorda¬ 
nian Design and Trade Centre 
and Bani Hamida Project to help . 
preserve traditional craft tech¬ 
niques and to stimulate apprecia¬ 
tion for them among Jordanian 
people. 

Projects such as (he Jordan De¬ 
sign and Trade Centre were es¬ 
tablished in 1988 and strive to 
help raise the standard of living 
for low income communities, 
particularly among women. 
These projects help develop 
women as wage earners and de¬ 
cision-makers. Workshops have 
already taken place to train both 
men and women in making tradi¬ 
tional objects. The Jordan De¬ 
sign and Trade Centre will open 
its doors in September for train¬ 
ing on its premises. 

"The project encompasses four 
areas of implementation: The 
first is marketing which aims to 
develop diversified marketable 
lines with heavy emphasis on the 
adaptation or tradiuonal designs 
to salable products," says Project 
Manager Fitna Kalaji. She adds 
that Lite second area involves 


training entrepreneurs in small 
business management to encour¬ 
age the growth of the retail and 
export rates. An export depart¬ 
ment that will seek to expand 
foreign markets is the third area 
and the fourth one will centre on 
the marketing of the finished 
products. 

The centre is financed by the 
Noor Al-Husscin Foundation 
and USAID. A project director, 
David O'conncr, was brought in 
to put the various components of 
this plan into motion. He has 
conceptualised the project in its 
current form and is training Ka¬ 
laji, a local counterpart, to as¬ 
sume management of the whole 
project upon his departure. 

' Foreign designers come to the 
Noor Al-Hussein Foundation 
where they are sent to us at the 
centre and to the Bani Hamida 
project," explains Kalaji. De¬ 
signs come from old embroi¬ 
dered traditional dresses and the 
centre hopes to use local design¬ 
ers. Lina Lama once worked for 
the foundation, but she now has 
her own crafts shop independent 
of it. So far, no designers have 
been found to replace her. 

The Jordan Design Centre's 
carpet designs arc different from 
Bani Hamida's in terms of col- 



Traditional carpets and other items produced by the centre 


ours and material. The former 
uses less wool in its carpets mak¬ 
ing the rugs less expensive; the 
centre's 11 weavers from the Jc- 
rash Ladies Benevolent Society, 
each produce four carpets per 
month. Bani Hamida is known 
for its light pastel coloured car¬ 
pets with virtually no design 
made by women from Bani 
Hamida. Surprisingly, Bani 
Hamida carpets are more popu¬ 
lar with the local buyers, while 
the centre's creations arc found 
more favourable abroad. 

Hie centre works with Aid to 
Artisans, an international design 


firm in the United Stales that as¬ 
sists it in product development, 
representation in international 
trade shows, market research and 
continuous feed back on their 
products. 

Says Kalaji, "Professionals 
with commercial expertise in di¬ 
verse fields of handicrafts have 
visiLed Jordan for short term 
consultancies to work closely 
with producers in product devel¬ 
opment." These products ait 
now marketed abroad to coun¬ 
tries such as the United Stater, 
Northern Ireland, England, and 
die Gulf suites. 


Jordanian students in US 
explore new fields 


By Charlotte Hale 
Siar Staff Writer 

SEVENTEEN-YEAR-old Naw- 
riz Al-AIi will go to the United 
States in September to study en¬ 
gineering at Pennsylvannia State 
University-College Park. Like 
most Jordanians who pursue 
their post-secondary education 
in America, he hopes he will 
gain more experience studying 
pbroad. 

"The information is up-to-date 
and the American system of 
learning is belter than that in Jor¬ 
dan," echos Wael Kaibeh, an¬ 
other 17-year-old Jordanian who 
will study engineering at the 
University of Missouri in the 
fall. 

Both Al-Ali and Kaibeh are 
strong examples of the typical 
Jordanian who goes to the Unit¬ 
ed States, for his post-secondary 
education'—they received high 
marks in school and on the 
"tawjihi" and sewed well on the 
Test of English as a Foreign 
Language (TOEFL) and Scholat- 
ic Aptitude Test (SAT). Pamela 
Husseini, educational advisor at 
America-Midcasl Educational 


and Training Services (AMI- 
DEAST) explains that such stu¬ 
dents, who usually score around 
600 out of a possible 800 on 
their math SAT, generally study 
medicine, dentistry or highly 
specialised fields of engineering 
like aerospace or biomedical en¬ 
gineering. The students are usu¬ 
ally male and they attend highly 
competitive American universi¬ 
ties such as the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, Tufts 
University or Brown University. 

Husseini catagorised a second 
group of students as the "medi¬ 
um kids who have medium 
grades, medium lest scores." She 
explained that these students ini¬ 
tially attempt to pursue engineer¬ 
ing degrees, but often end up 
studying computer science or 
business administration because 
they cannot get accepted into the 
engineering programmes. 

According to the Institute of 
International Education, 5140 
Jordanians went to the United 
States in 1988y89 to study in 
colleges and universities. AMI- 
DEAST-Jordan Director Janine 
El-Tal, however, estimates that 
the figure is slightly higher at 


6000 to 7000 students. 

"Ten years ago, everyone was 
going to be an engineer. About 
95 per cent of students going to 
America were pursuing this 
field," noted El-Tal. "But 
around the mid-eighties, it was 
apparent that there was a surplus 
of engineers in Jordan. Many 
were not getting jobs and if they 
did, these jobs were usually low 
paying. This trend spurred stu¬ 
dents to go into more obscure 
fields of engineering, like bio¬ 
medical and computer engineer¬ 
ing." 

El-Tal explains that students 
are now beginning to recognise 
this surplus in their home coun¬ 
try and subsequently, more are 
beginning to specialise in social 
sciences, fine arts, and technical 
fields. 

"Engineering, business, and 
computer science are still the 
most popular fields, but more 
and more people are going into 
the vocational fields, though the 
numbers are still small," El-Tal 
sola. 

. Also small is the nominal droo 
in students who are going to 
study in the United States. El- 


Tal said that in the last two years 
the number has dropped approxi¬ 
mately 3.9 per cent. She credit¬ 
ed the decreasing numbers to the 
devaluation of die dinar and the 
increasing cost of education in 
the United States. 

"Under those circumstances, 
you'd think the drop would be 
even bigger. Education is ex¬ 
tremely important," El Tal noted. 
She also pointed out that the in¬ 
creasing number of high school 
graduates put additional pressure 
on Jordan's already overcrowded 
college and university class¬ 
rooms, another factor which con¬ 
tinues to pull students to study 
abroad. 

"I had one mother say to me 
that her family would starve for 
education," remarked Husseini, 
Compared to most third world 
countries, Jordanians are highly 
educated." 

However, the country's abun¬ 
dance of "highly educated" indi¬ 
viduals may actually be proble¬ 
matic, according to El-Tal. 
Military deferment, higher sala¬ 
ries, more challenging positions, 
and the introduction of a con- 
senption fee of $6,000 may 
create a climate that encourages 
Jordanian graduates of American 
universities to seek jobs outside 
the country, she said. 

Though she could cite many 
examples, El-Tal noted that her 
brother-in-law received a mas¬ 


ter's degree in environmental en¬ 
gineering from an American uni¬ 
versity and then returned to Jor¬ 
dan to search for work. After 
gening a job offer with a month¬ 
ly salary of JD 150, he decided 
to return to the United Stales for 
a more lucrative offer. 

"He simply couldn't live on Ins 
own or buy a car on that salary. 
After all his hard work, toM 
he deserved a better standard ol 
living," explained El-Tal. 

However her colleague W* 
Husseini, an American mamw 
to a Palestinian disagrees. 
believes dial a majority of stu¬ 
dents will continue to [® turD 
Jordan if possible and will go » 
work in the Gulf slate before 
turning to the United States. 

"These people are very, W 
dedicated to their families, H 
scini observed. "Those wh 
stay in America and gel 

arc few. Most feel compelled to 

come back." . BPW 

As for the future engines 
Nawriz Al-Ali, ho said gwjg 
intends to return toJoida” T* 
completion of his studies esgg 
Jordan’s current figure » 7). 
jobless engineers. 
ly thinking of the 

factor at the moment, B 

"I want to return to 
find work," emphasised* j 

Kaibeh., i’ltaUjoP 
have to in order to find a p 
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Child labour: The invisible victims 




By Jan Vilek 

Special lo The Suit 

MANY ARE mistreated, most 
are exploited and there arc un¬ 
counted legions of them: fire- 
working children in the world of 
1990. But the ceaseless efforts to 
protect childhood arc at long last 
beginning to bear some fruit, ac¬ 
cording to a new report by the 
Geneva-based International La¬ 
bour Organisation (ILO). 

A growing number of hoth in¬ 
dustrialised and developing 
countries have, according lo ilie 
report entitled "Still So Far to 
Go: Child Labour in the World 
Today," adopted "child ialjour 
legislation that on tire- whole- is 
progressive and reasonably close 
to international standards." 

It adds that "while- many im¬ 
provements remain lo be made, a 
workable legal foundation has 
for the most part already been 
laid." 

The report finds another major 
achievement in die "dramatic 
and steady decline of child la¬ 
bour in the mills and factories of 
mainsircam industries." One rea¬ 
son for this is that the formal 
sector consists of enterprises eas¬ 
ily encompassed within national 
labour legislation and regula¬ 
tions, and is therefore most ef¬ 
fectively reached by systems of 
enforcement. 

In addition, the- technology of 
modem industrial production fa¬ 
vours the use of skilled and 
semi-skilled adult manpower. Fi¬ 
nally, rising incomes in many 
partsof the world have dimin¬ 
ished parents' dependence on the 
economic contribution of their 
children. 

But none of these salutary de¬ 
velopments has as yet penetrated 
Third World agriculture, the ur¬ 
ban informal sector and domes¬ 
tic service where child labour is 
most widespread. 

The tillers of the lund are gen- 
far less protected by la- 
^ legislation than other work- 
" lc ' r young hcl|)crs even 
so. Often they must "work 
as hard as their parents in order 
cnou B h family survi- 
va h «ic report says. 

Tncre is also increasing con- 

rn about the accident and dis- 
jt 6 ralc among child agricullu- 
v- WOf fcers. Controls on 
"^dous insecticides and herbi- 
068 are deficient and neither 


The mistreatment and exploitation of children throughout the world as 
a cheap and captive labour force will only be countered by ceaseless ef¬ 
forts to protect childhood, through public opinion, and pressure to¬ 
wards government legislation. 


Child abuse 
remains a 
problem to 
be addressed 
in many 
countries of 
the world 



children nor their parents receive 
instruction on how to use them 
safely. The same goes for ma¬ 
chinery. 

The study predicts that as the 
modernisation of world agricul¬ 
ture continues, the number of ru¬ 
ral children vulnerable to exploi¬ 
tation may rise. More and more 
children eke out a subsistence 
living in the rapidly expanding 
informal sector in cities, toiling 
in small enterprises for a pittance 
or as unpaid employees in fami¬ 
ly owned businesses. 

In brickyards they carry heavy 
loads that leave them injured, 
weakened and deformed. Child 
carpet weavers labour under con¬ 


ditions that ruin their eyesight 
and lead to deformed limbs and 
backs. Young pencil makers 
work in hazardous slate dust that 
condemns them to early disabili¬ 
ty and death from lung disease. 
Millions of boys and girls work 
the streets hawking merchandise, 
shinning shoes, washing auto¬ 
mobiles or prostituting them¬ 
selves. 

However, "youngsters work¬ 
ing as houeshold domestic ser¬ 
vants may be the most vulnera¬ 
ble and exploited children of all 
and the most difficult to pro¬ 
tect," the report says. The vast 
majority are girls, frequently 
pre-adolescents who are com- 


Dining out. 


plctely dependent on their em¬ 
ployers. 

Sometimes impoverished par¬ 
ents place their child with rela¬ 
tives or acquaintances on the un¬ 
derstanding that the employing 
family will support and educate 
the child. It may turn out as 
planned but quite often it does 
not. Many of these young ser¬ 
vants are malnourished, are 
made to sleep on the kitchen 
floor and are not permitted to at¬ 
tend school. Sexuat abuse is said 
to be common. 

In other cases, the child has 
been hired out for wages, typi¬ 
cally paid to parents. Or the 
child may be sold into bondage 


• • 


for an advance sum. Some chil¬ 
dren arc in this way unwittingly 
sold into forced prostitution. 

"Child workers remain concen¬ 
trated in agriculture, the urban 
informal sector and domestic ser¬ 
vices because they are most hid¬ 
den from public scrutiny,' 1 the re¬ 
port says. Their existence is 
often kept under "a tight veil of 
secrecy and isolation," which 
conceals some of the worst abus¬ 
es and exploitation of the de¬ 
fenceless victims. 

'The- essential first step in ex¬ 
tending effective protection lo 
these children must he the devel¬ 
opment of means to discover and 
reach them," the report says. It 
stresses tin it public pressure by 
concerned citizens is the prime 
mover of child lulxmr reforms. 
"Virtually all countries enjoying 
ellective enforcement ol child la¬ 
bour laws owe at least pari of the 
credit to such public interest in¬ 
volvement." 

The report describes the role of 
governments, the media, volun¬ 
tary groups, employers ami un¬ 
ions to combat child labour par¬ 
ticularly by promoting 
legislation ami enforcement 
measures. It also outlines prag¬ 
matic new approaches, including 
die provision of education and 
training as well as the creation of 
protected income-earning oppor¬ 
tunities for working children. 

Poverty is die root cause erf 
child labour. But it is 
"unacceptable that generations of 
children should be condemned to 
exploitation and abuse until pov¬ 
erty is abolished," the report 
argues. In fact, the experience in 
various developing countries 
shows that "children can be effec¬ 
tively protected even while they 
and their families arc poor." 

'To tolerate child labour is nei¬ 
ther morally justifiable nor good 
social policy. It is morally inde¬ 
fensible because it countenances 
an evil that is avoidable. It is 
poor social policy because it 
abandons the most fundamental 
purpose of all human society, 
which is the protection and nur¬ 
turing of its young, and because 
it sacrifices the qualities of fu¬ 
ture human resources by squan¬ 
dering them prematurely," the re¬ 
port concludes. 
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Harnessing the wind power in north Jordan 


By a Star Staff Writer 

A GROUP of Danish companies 
specialising in wind energy are 
proposing to the government and 
the private sector the establish¬ 
ment of a JD 8 million wind 
park in the north of the country 
with the capacity lo generate 100 
megawatts of electric power. 

The group, working under a 
newly formed consortium called 
JOR-DAN, is comprised of Dan¬ 
ish companies specialising in 
wind power, mechanical engi¬ 
neering, contracting, and other 
related fields like (lie environ¬ 
ment, waste recycling and water 
desalination. 

Representing the groups Mr 
End Bawalsa, a Jordanian bom 
Danish citizen, says JOR¬ 
DAN was formed a month ago 
to follow up on the provisions of 
a joint Jordanian-Danish official 
agreement which was signed in 
Copenhagen in April 19R8. The 
co-operation agreement covers 
several sectors, including natural 
gas, electricity and renewable 
energy, as well ns energy conser¬ 
vation and joint co-operation in 
pilot projects and studies related 
to them. The agreement also 
calls for setting up joint exhibi¬ 
tions, symposiums and confer¬ 
ences and to work together to 
find financing for joint projects. 

Mr Bawalsa explai ns that 
JOR-DAN was created to intro¬ 
duce to Jordan Denmark's expe¬ 
rience in renewable energy, es¬ 
pecially wind energy. Denmark, 
he added, is a world leader in 
wind energy technology. 

"Our proposal to set up the 
wind park came about only after 
the success of a pilot project in 
Jordan in 1987," notes Bawalsa 
who is export manager for JOR¬ 
DAN, A Danish company was 
commissioned the same year by 
the Jordan Electricity Authority 
(JEA) to install four wind tur¬ 
bines of 80 kw/h each in Ibrahi- 
mieh in the north of the country. 
The project was financed by JEA 
through a World Bank (WB) 
loan. 

The planned wind park, the 
first of its kind in the region, will 
need about 1000 turbines each 


capable of generating between 
ISO to 250 kw/h. Mr Bawalsa 
says the project could be divided 
into parts and given to more than 
one company "so as to create a 
kind of competition.” But for it 
lo take off, Mr Bawalsa 
asserts that this project should be 
run on a commercial basis where 
electricity generated could be 
sold to JEA at subsidised prices 
"since the current prices of elec¬ 
tric current arc not commercially 
viable to establish this project." 
He noted that the subsidy idea 
has been tried in many countries 
of the world where companies 
running wind parks are subsid¬ 
ised by governments for a five- 
year period, for example, until 
they cover their costs. The wind 
park is comprised of individual 
turbines, fitted on towers that are 
approximately 35 metres high. 
Each turbine is made of wings 
(rotors), a generator and other 
gear. 

A meeting was organised 
Wednesday by the Higher Coun¬ 
cil for Sciences and Technology 
which was attended by represen¬ 
tatives from the Ministry of En¬ 
ergy and Natural Resources, 
JEA, Royal Scientific Society 
(RSC), JOR-DAN consortium of 
Danish companies, Jordan Trade 
Association (JTA), Arab Solar 
Industries (Hanania) and a local 
contractor. At a later stage, the 
Jordan Technology Group (JTG) 
mighL be involved, especially 
since Bawalsa suggests that 
"suitable local manufacturers of 
certain parts of the windmills 
will be subcontracted to make 
the towers, engine covers, foun¬ 
dations, connections to the na¬ 
tional grid and installation of 
transformers." Jordanian man¬ 
power will also be hired to do 
the installations "under mini¬ 
mum foreign supervision." 

Bawalsa notes that Jordan is 
ranked number one in the world 
in terms of its wind quality and 
thermal movement For a wind 
turbine to generate power it 
needs a minimum wind speed of 
3.5 metres per second. Unique 
wind movement is available al¬ 
most continuously in the north 
of Jordan, especially in the Ras 


Munif area. “According to the 
World Wind Atlas Jordan is 
ranked fust in terms of constant 
westerly wind blowing from the 
Mediterranean Sea," says Bawal¬ 
sa. 

The Wednesday meeting was 
aimed at consolidating Jordani¬ 
an-Danish co-operation in the 
area of renewable energy as stip¬ 
ulated in the 1988 bilateral 
agreement. The meeting was 
also aimed at raising financing 
for such co-operation especially 
since Danish companies have al¬ 
ready expressed their willingness 
to partially finance a number of 
projects, including the wind park 
project, after settling the issue of 
wind energy pricing satisfactori¬ 
ly. Local investors have also ex¬ 
pressed their desire to finance 
partially or wholly the wind park 
project according to Mr Bawal¬ 
sa. 

He says that a suggestion was 
made recently to a national com¬ 
pany to work through a joint 
venture on building the wind 
park and then selling electricity 
to JEA by connecting the park's 
transformers directly to the na¬ 
tional grid. 

This will not be the first time 
that Danish companies have ap¬ 
proach Jordan to introduce cheap 
but technologically superior 
sources of renewable energy. 
Besides the lbrahimieh pilot pro¬ 
ject, a joint Jordanian-Danish 
proposal was made in 1987 to 
supply and install a solar/wind 
co-generation pilot project to 
supply space heating and elec¬ 
tricity to Abu Nseir Housing dis¬ 
trict north of Amman. The pro¬ 
posal was not adopted by the 
Housing Corporation then, but 
the same Danish-Jordanian team 
plans to re-negotiate the proposal 
again. 

The proposal includes provid¬ 
ing technical know-how and 
parts of the equipment which 
can only be produced in Den¬ 
mark. The rest will be produced 
locally. Mr Bawalsa notes that 
the Danish government may be 


unit. The unit will be comprised 
of a main collector of solar ener¬ 
gy which will be used lo heat 
water and pump it to a central 
station connected to one big 
boiler, which will only be used 
to control and maintain water 
temperature. The heated water 
will be distributed to house¬ 
holds, from this central boiler. 

"Our aim from this pilot pro¬ 
ject is to have this concept mar¬ 
keted jointly in the Middle East," 
explains Bawalsa. 

in addition to Denmark's lead¬ 
ing role in renewable energy 
technology, Copenhagen is be¬ 
coming the recognised centre for 
environment protection tech¬ 
niques. Danish companies will 
seek to offer their expertise in 
the fields of industrial waste pro¬ 
cessing and recycling to Jordani¬ 
an factories. 

Mr Bawalsa says he is sur¬ 
prised by the huge amount of in¬ 
dustrial waste created by Jorda¬ 
nian factories which is cither 
dumped into springs or landfills. 
He adds that these wastes can be 
recycled and used again while 
other methods can be introduced 
to save energy consumption, in¬ 
crease productivity and raise the 
quality of products. 

While he admits that the cost 
Of such technologies is rather 
high, Mr Bawalsa suggests dial 
many of these technologies can 
be boughL through countertrade 
and barter deals. "This will also 
be an opportunity for Jordan lo 
adjust its trade deficit with Den¬ 
mark," says Bawalsa. 

Jordanian imports from Den¬ 
mark include dairy products, fro¬ 
zen meals, medicines anti ma¬ 
chinery. Denmark, notes 
Bawalsa, is interested in Jordani¬ 
an phosphate, potash and fertilis¬ 
ers. But he comments tluiL Den¬ 
mark enforces a strict code of 
specifications on chemical fertil¬ 
isers which Jordan will have lo 
observe. 

Bawalsa secs great areas of co¬ 
operation between Jordanian and 


w !*jj n 8 to co-finance the project Danish companies and investors 
with the Jordanian government. in new areas like bio-gas lech- 
The project will aim at build- nologics, improved seeds and 
mg one central district heating nurseries, and energy. 


• Gold prices have rt 
en to JD 7.500 per gram 
in Amman an increase 
of 900 fils from JD 
6.600 of ten days ago. 
The US dollar regis¬ 
tered a decrease of sh 
fils against the Jordan 
dinar. 

• The Land Dept, reve¬ 
nues have increased 
during the past sera 
months reaching JD 
14.357 million com¬ 
pared to JD 11.574 mil¬ 
lion for the same period 
last year. Revenues for 
the lust two months 
were JD 300,000 more 
than last year (for the 
same period) reaching 
to more than JD 4.47S 
million. 

• The government has 
decided to settle its con¬ 
tribution to the budget 
of the UN peace¬ 
keeping force in Cy¬ 
prus. It also decided to 
contribute to the costs 
of holding the interna¬ 
tional conference «i 
children which will to 
held in New York next 
month. 

• The government has 
decided to pay ^ 
640,000 to the Intelsat 
organisation and anoth¬ 
er JD 475*000 to Arab- 
Sat for due cost for this 
year. 

• The government has 
decided to amend * 
loan agreement ww 
the World Bank or 
million whleb will b^ 
loaned to the Jgjj 
Cities and Vllfajj 
Bank. $4 million 
deducted from the vw- 

• The government^ 

decided to waive alij* 

levied on trucks cW 
ing freight bettf** 
Iraq and 
mated at JD 
, decision wiU 
tivelYom l 



-T® l® 


On Line 


i 



Euro-deposit rates: 



US 

DEM 

STG 

Yen 

SFR 

1 mo. 

7.13/16 

8.3/16 

15.00 

7.45 

9.1/16 

2 mo. 

7.13/16 

8.3/16 

15.00 

7.60 

9.1/16 

3 mo. 

7.13/16 

8.5/16 

15.00 

7.70 

9.00 

6 mo. 

7.13/16 

8.5/8 

14.7/8 

7.80 

9.00 

lyear 

7.7/8 

8.13/16 

14.9/16 

7.95 

8.13/16 


Interbank rates (Jordan): 

Saving accounts 7.5%. Call accounts 8%, 1 week 8.0%, 

1 month 8.25%, 2 months 8.50%, 3 months 8.75%, 1 year 
9.25%. Lending rate (AAA) 12.5%. 

Dollar: 

DMK SFR STO YEN CAN FFR 
LAST 1 .5767m 1.8792/97 I £792/97 150.85/95 1J27Q/80 5.W7W0 

Source: Amman Bank for Investment, Tel: 642701 
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Gold 

JD 

1kg 

8,700.00 j 

21 ct 

7.600 

18 ct 

6.500 

Eng. pound 


8g 

63.000 

Rash ad: 


7g 

55.000 

24ct(swiss) 

9.500 

Silver 


1kg 

160.000 




BEDKA 

Giza 

44, Gama] Salem street 

Telex: 20083 

Dokki - Giza 

P.O. Box: 120 Giza 

Tel: 845429 

Wood furniture 

Carpets,- Leather goods - Wood 
furniture ■ Speices - Medicinal 

EL BERRY EST FOR EXPORT 

herbs. 

& IMPORT 

6, El Gohary street 

BEN SHAKER FOR INTERNAL 

Gisr El Suez - Cairo 

TONAL TRADING 

Tel: 2583970 

511, El Ahram street 

Telex: 20083 

This free-of-charge service Is available to local and foreign business¬ 
men. To publish your commercial Interests in this corner please 
tear-off this box (do not photocopy) and send with details to: Econo- 

my Editor, On-Line, The Star, 

P.O. Box 9313, Amman-Jordan. | 



Average exchange rates on 
in fils 

Tuesday 7/8/1990 



Buy 

Sell 

US$ 

659.00 

663.0 

£ 

1229J 

1236.7 

DM 

415.6 

418.1 

SFr 

490.4 

4933 

FRF 

124.0 

124.7 

YEN 

439.7 

442.3 

(100) 



DFL 

368.9 

371.1 

SKR 

113.2 

113.9 

LIT 

56.9 

57.2 

(100) 



BLF 

201.7 

202.9 

(10) 





Product ofTera from Jordanian ex¬ 
porters: 

1. Calcium carbonate 
Contact: 

Iordan Minerals Establishment 

"Rafiq Burahti & Company' 1 

P.O. Box 926979 

Amman-Jordan 

Tel: 602794/603794 

Fax: 603794 

Tlx: 23979 NAEM JO 

2. Balh salts, facial mud mask, 
shampoo, face & body scrub (all 
based on minerals from the Dead 
Sea). 

Contact: 

N.H. & Partners Company 
P.O. Box 2444 


Amman-Jordan 
Tel: 636399/625064 
Fax: 618400 
Tlx: 21884 ADNAR JO 

3. Piping for building purposes (ther- 
moplpe, flexible ebrome hose, re¬ 
enforced hose, P.V.C. pipe, flexible 
woven metal hose, electropipe). 
Contact: 

Plastic Pipe Industry 
"World or Plastic" 

P.O. Box 53 

Amman Industrial Estate 

Sahab-Iordan 

Tel: 722041/722341 

Pax: 722519 

Tlx: 23163 TRADE JO 


4. Ready lo assemble furniture (la¬ 
boratory, hospital, library, educa¬ 
tional) 

Ccntici: 

Specialized Furniture Establishment 
P.O. Box 927161 
Amman-Jordan 
Tel: 669466/669467 
Fax: 601238 

Tlx: 21554 ARABCOJO 
Jordanian exporters wishing to list 
their products in this section arc kind¬ 
ly requested to contact the Jordan 
Trade Association (JTA), P.O. Box 
830432 Amman-Jordan, Tel: 685603/ 
4, Fax: 685605, with a list of export¬ 
able products and full address. 

(The Jordan Trade Association is a 
non profit organisation) 


US agricultural exports to Iraq 
exceeded $726 million in 1989 

Continued from page 5 


. gramme (GSM-102). During this 
past April, the USDA sent a 
team of investigators to Bagh¬ 
dad, focusing on four main are¬ 
as: "unusually high" commodity 
prices in GSM sales to Iraq dur¬ 
ing the period from 1987 to 
1989; Iraqi requests to American 
exporters for "after sales servic¬ 
es;" attempts by Iraq to impose 
certain taxes on GSM transac¬ 
tions; and questions regarding 
die arrival of commodities in 
Iraq. One of the questions, then, 
is whether or not excess funds 
were used as kickbacks. The 
USDA's probe was triggered by 
a Justice Department investiga¬ 
tion of the Atlanta, Georgia.... 
branch of Banca Nazionale del 
Lavoro, which allegedly made 
some $2 billion worth of unau¬ 
thorised and unreported loans tov, 

Iraq. 

Baghdad also, benefits from the 
$200 million wojtK of insurance 
extended by .4he US-Export-,, 
Import Bank, which covers: a [/J 
wide range of goods.' In essence; ■, • 
the bank agrees tp . cover the.,, 
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loans extended to Iraq, up to 
$200 million on a revolving ba¬ 
sis, for purchases of American 
exports. Because the US export¬ 
ers are protected against non¬ 
payment, more favourable fi¬ 
nancing can be arranged with the 
banking sources and thus the im¬ 
porters (Iraq) are offered more 
attractive terms than would oth¬ 
erwise be available. Again, this 
often translates into longer fi¬ 
nancing terms, easing Iraqs for¬ 
eign exchange squeeze. 

Under the Export Enhance¬ 
ment Programme (EBP) accord¬ 
ing to the US Department of Ag¬ 
riculture, over Ihe last few years 
Iraq has purchased 70,000 metric 
tons (mi) of frozen poultry, 
6.028 head of cattle, . 178 million 
eggs, 300,000 mi Of wheat flour, 

2 486,500 ml of wheat, 250,000 

mt of barley and 5,000 mt barley 

null. The EBP is essentially a 
price subsidy programme, ena¬ 
bling US exporters to compete , 
effectively with other supplies 
(primarily 

w) who are subsid^. and thus. . 

able to undercut; market, prices. 
By- making up the difference: bc^ 
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tween the rival prices and US 
fanners' prices, American ex¬ 
porters are able to sell to Iraq at 
competitive prices and Baghdad 
is provided with a broader and 
more varied source of supply. 

Iraq has also been the benefici¬ 
ary of govenuncnl-to- 
govemmenl sales of US dairy 
products. Over the last few 
years, surplus American prod¬ 
ucts generated by US agricultu¬ 
ral subsidisation . programmes 
have been sold to Iraq at compel-, 
itive world prices again broaden¬ 
ing the supply of gopds available 
UJtheJraqls. • 

Sinde 1983, when Iraq, began 
participation in the credit guar- 



Bad News 

THE CURRENT upheaval in the Arab Gulf is not good economic 
news for Jordan, at least in the short-nin. Investment is already stagnat¬ 
ing and should fall as a result of tremendous Instability generated by 
uncertainty over Kuwait's future. But even without this latest shock, in¬ 
vestment in Jordan did not look appetizing to either Jordanian or for¬ 
eign businessmen. The reason for this was at least'partly the poor in¬ 
vestment environment. Attracting the huge amounts of capital held 
inside and outside Jordan by potential Investors cannot be done, in the 
words of deputy Abdullah Ensour, "through preaching and appealing 
to patriotism 1 but by creating the proper environment for investment. 

This means a liberal fiscal and monetary regime. Jordan used to have 
one of the freest and most open economic systems in the Third World. 
Until this is the case once again, the outlook for investment is dim. 
And without big new investments, economic growth will continue lo 
lag behind our high rate of population increase. 



Pearl of the Gulf to host intcrnatlunu] Jewellery exhibition 
THE FIRST inn.-maiiona] jewellery, watch, clock ana allied industries 
trade exhibition for the Gull region — is set for 24 - 27 February 1992 nt 
the new Bahrain International Exhibition Centre. 

With its history as a pearling nation and its lung established reputation 
as a jewellery trading centre, Bahrain is tiic perfect venue fur this event. 
Strict trading standards for the jewellery industry moke Bahrain an attrac¬ 
tive platform for trading within the Gulf region far both local and interna¬ 
tional manufacturers. 

Fur further information please contact:- 

Arabian Exhibition Management 

P.O. Box 20200, Manama, Bahrain, Tel: +973 250033 Fax: +973 
242381 Tlx: 9103 F.XIIIB BN 


Contacts and contracts 


TN: Tender Number; TD: Price 
of Tender Documents; BB: Val¬ 
ue of Bid Bond; DS: Deadline 
for Sale of Tender Documents; 
DD: Dale Sale of Tender Docu¬ 
ments Begins; SB: Deadline for 
Submission of Bids; BO; Date 
Bids arc Opened. 

— TN: 2/9Q, Jordan Petroleum 
Go., selling of ground storage 
tanks, TD: free, SB: 12/8/90. 

— TN: T/6/90, Civil Aviation 
Authority, retendering, supply 
of'lyres, TD: JD 2, BB: 5 per 
cent, SB: 14/8/90. 

— The Higher Council for Sci- 

antee programmes, Baghdad has 
purchased more than $4.5 billion 
worth from US agricultural prod¬ 
ucts. While American agencies 
have lost no money because of 
the credit guarantees, it is clear 
that the US government has pro¬ 
vided Baghdad with significant¬ 
ly useful assistance in its pur¬ 
chase of American expons. This 
is precisely the facet on which 
some members of both the US 
Senate and the House have be¬ 
gun to focus. 

The recent amendment spon¬ 
sored by Republican Senator 
Nancy L. Kassebaum of Kansas, 
is only one example of the kind 
of sentiment growing vis-a-vis 
Iraq. On 17 July, the Senate 
Banking Committee passed! by 
voice vote. Senator Knsscbaum's 
amendment to the bill to reau- 
thorise the Export Administra¬ 
tion Acl (The Export Adminis¬ 
tration Act must be reauthorised 
every five years). The amend¬ 
ment would deny Iraq access to 
Commodity .Credit Corporation 
credits, as well ns Export-Import 
credit -guarantees, and ban the 
export of "dual-use" items on Ihe 
national Security Control list —, 
; goods that could have a possible 
military use in addition to their 

civlUanuS “- Mldme Report 


cnee and Technology, mainte¬ 
nance contract, HU: 10 per 
cent, SB: 14/8/90. 

— Central Tenders Dept., TN: 
24/90, construction of a diver¬ 
sion dam on liusban Valley, 
TD: JD 125, SB: 1/9/90. 

— Meterology Depl., TN: - 1/90, 
construction of fence and sep¬ 
tic tank, BB: 5 per cent, TD: 
JD 10, SB: 14/8/90. 


— Ministry of Tourism and 
Antiquities, installation of 
pipes to Umm Qais rest house, 
TD: JD10, BB: 10 per cent, 
SB: 12/8/90. 


— Arab Potash Co., TN: 55/ 
carbon steel 
valves, TD: 



_ Telecommunications Dept., 
selling of used airconditioners. 
bid on 18/8/90. 

— Yarmouk University, TN: 
L19/90, printing of Yarmouk 
press newspaper, BB: 5 per 
cent, SB: 18/8/90. 

- Water Authority, TN: L19/ 
90, supply or 850 tonnes of 
chloride, TD: 

8/90. 


JD 100, SB: 25/ 


— Ministry of Education, TN: 
60/90. connecting of typewrit¬ 
ers with two PCS systems, TD: 
JD 2, SB: 12/8/90. 

—Jordan Phosphate Mines 
Co* TN: 19F/90, construction 
of civil engineering works at 
Aqaba's Industrial Complex, 
TD: JD 25, SB: 19/8/90: TN; 
F20/90, insuring 1 of electric 
I, TD: JD 25, SB: 14/ 


Natural ResoMi'ce& Authori¬ 
ty* TN: 95/90,! i*etendering, 
supply of400. gallons bf dietHa¬ 
noi amine ariatfOO gallons of 
corrosion Inhibitor, TD:cJJ>*5, : - 
; BB i 5 per cents SB: 19/$#0i;, ' 

StaM't 


X 


•: > 













































mm $4 

Spippl 


Hectic times 

THESE ARE hectic limes indeed. The events of this past week have put 
a definite end to the staius quo in the Middle East. The debacle of the 
Kuwaiti ruling family at the hands of the Arab Iraqi anmy had set a domi¬ 
no principle into action. In effect we arc witnessing the beginning of the 
end of a long and humiliating era of servitude by Arab regimes to foreign 
powers. What started as a border and oil rights dispute between Iraq and 
Kuwait last week has ended in the physical removal of the Sabah oligar¬ 
chy from this oil-rich Gulf state. The motives of the Iraqi President Sad¬ 
dam Hussein were not aimed at fulfilling a personal vendetta as the West 
would like to promote, but rather to throw away the shackles of this 
countiy's servility to outside powers. 

Now that a fete accompli situation has been created, the Industrialised 
world, particularly the United Slates, feels threatened by the fact that a 
free Arab leader now controls over 20 per cent of lire world's oil re¬ 
serves. We understand their fears, but they will find little sympathy here. 
There is no doubt that oil will continue to be the most strategic global 
commodity for many decades to conic. In facL, oil remains the single 
most important factor that will determine the future of the Arab nation, 
even those Arabs who do not have it. 

flic United Stales will probably nttcinpL to reverse Lliis domino princi¬ 
ple. Bui its foolish attempt to isolate Iraq, rally the support of its allies in 
Hie Middle East, intervene militarily in this region, will backfire, on the 
Jong run. If the United Slates ups the ante by attacking Iraq, a possibility 
which now seems extremely likely, it will not only entangle itself in a 
long and tiring war, but will indict injuries to itself and its allies in the 
West. 

Bufcmosi importantly, the United States will succeed finally in bringing 
the Arab nation together. And lor this reason we sense a wave of buried 
Arab anger about to he released and lashed out at any foreign interven¬ 
tion. 

Tlie US crusade in the Gulf is not different in substance from any im¬ 
perialistic adventures the Gulf and the rest of the Arab world had known 
m the past. Washington’s motives for massing its fleets and airlifting its 
troops arc not to re-ins late the deposed Kuwaiti ruler, nor are they aimed 
at punishing a country which had dared violate the UN Charter or inter¬ 
national laws. No. The American cowboy campaign is simply an expres¬ 
sion of their fear for losing what they believe is rightfully theirs—Arab 
oil. 

It doesn't really matter if Kuwait was ruled by this family or that, so 
long as that country's oil policies were screened and approved by US pol¬ 
icy makers in Washington. Saddam Hussein will not have this. This is 
basically what die bone of contention between Mr Bush and President 
Hussein is all about. 

Now that the US, Britain and the rest of the NATO allies have made up 
their minds to punish the Iraqi leader, one has to legitimately ask why a 
double standard is allowed to be applied when it comes to the Arabs and 
their aspirations? Mrs Thatcher, a couple of days ago, condemned Iraq 
because it had breached the UN Charter and invaded a small neighbour¬ 
ing country. Mis Thatcher could also have been talking of Israel or its 
ally across the Atlantic, the United States. 

We are fed up with Western hypocrisy We say this as we remind Mre 
Thatcher and Mr Bush of their unholy alliance to back Israel's hostile ac¬ 
quisition of land by force, of Israel's bloody suppression of unarmed Pal¬ 
estinians and of Israel's invasion and occupation of South Lebanon a 
small neighbour of Israel. We are reminded of Mr Baker's broken prom¬ 
ises to the PLO leadership and of the numerous US vetoes of the Securi¬ 
ty Council resolutions condemning Israel’s renegade actions in the re¬ 
gion. 

The United Stales showed a great deal of insensitivity to the aspirations 
of the Arabs. This insensitivity was coupled with numerous insults to 
every honest Arab effort to make peace with die enemy and bury the war 
hatchet J 

The only party to blame for the present Middle East crisis is the United 
States because it had from the outset betrayed its self-proclaimed role as 
a honest broker in the Middle East. It supported aggression, looked the 
other way when cluster and napalm bombs were used to annihilate Arab 
children in Lebanon, and undermined all attempts to bring the Arabs to¬ 
gether peacefully. Now not only the US, but the whole world could oav 
the price of a bloody war in the Gulf region. H y 

For die Arab people, especially here in Jordan, the man in the street 
will not tolerate a foreign aggression on Iraq. As to the Arab leaders who 
chose to slarnl by and watch, it is up to their people, and history to oucs- 
tinn their motives and judge them. This is a matter of existence for die 
Arab nation: 1 o control their own destiny or to succumb to foreign domi¬ 
nation of our future and resources. President Hussein did not choose his 
destiny. It chose him. 



No easy victory 


By Ayman Al-Safadi 

PEOPLE ON the street are jubilant. For 
the first lime in probably the living mem¬ 
ory of many of them, an Arab leader 
emerges to dare say no to their number 
one enemy: the United States. People are 
aware of the devastating consequences of 
any military engagement between Iraq 
and the United States but all seem to be 
wholeheartedly for the support of Iraqi 
leader Saddam Hussein. 

The bottom line is clear. Any foreign in¬ 
tervention in the Gulf would be viewed as 
an aggression against all Arabs and all 
Arab governments would eventually have 
to heed the peoples' uncompromising de¬ 
mand for a unified Arab stand against the 
United Stales and its allies— no matter 
what or how costly the price might be. Af¬ 
ter all, the old Arabic saying has it that a 
wound cannot cause a dead body any 
pain. Many of us believe that in their cur¬ 
rent state, the Arabs are no beuer than 
dead. Standing up to America could inject 
some life in the dry veins of Arab dignity. 

The repercussions of an American mili¬ 
tary operation against Iraq in these indeed 
critical limes are devastating not only to 
the warring parties and the Arab Gulf but 
also to the whole region. America knows 
that, but little docs it care about the wel¬ 
fare of the region. All that America wants 
is the protection of its interests and the 
privileges that it has been granted in the 
region by those who have compromised 
their national interests for the price of pro¬ 
tecting their shaky thrones. 

It is impossible for anybody in the Arab 
world to believe that America is so dis¬ 
turbed by the fact that a "small, helpless 
state 1 ; was occupied by force that it mobil¬ 
ised its forces and is willing to risk shed¬ 
ding American blood to save it and re¬ 
store justice on earth. Many of us have 
just to look home to understand the true 
nature of the United Slates. Israel has 
been occupying Arab lands in the West 
Bank and Gaza for more than 22 years 
oppressing the Palestinian people and kill¬ 
ing the Palestinian children. And all that 
America did about the situation was ex- 
support and killing machinery to 
its Zionist allies. Israel has, in disregard 
of all international conventions, invaded a 
small and helpless state;" Lebanon, and 
sul1 , “copies its land and America 
wouldn t allow the United Nations to even 
adopt a resolution sanctioning Israel, let 
alone implement such a decision 

American hypocritical nature is no se- 
Kiss We all taow the true 


that human rights go one way in Ameri- 

fim,aT°nrtn ty righlS afld intem * 

uonal conventions are always viewed 

within the context of American interests 

Any action that serves the "super state" is 

justified and well-grounded but a^a£! 

bon that seems to threaten the untoucha- 

hlf .u 6 mlerests shoul <* be fought 
by the whole world and even by ihose 
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how strong the US support is to them 
these days, their future is in this region 
and their survival depends on their be¬ 
longing to their people and to their cul¬ 
ture. 

Governments that go against the feel¬ 
ings and aspirations of tlicir people cannot 
last for long even if they have all the ad¬ 
vanced and destructive weaponry of 
Washington at their disposal. Eventually 
and inevitably, the tide of nationalism will 
overthrow the mightiest of dictators. The 
only powerful regime is that which de¬ 
rives its strength from its people and its 
adherence to its national interests. Gear- 
ly, non of the Arab puppet governments 
that have served the American interests on 
the expense of that of its people falls with¬ 
in that category. 

From the very beginning of the Gulf cri¬ 
sis, it was obvious that the United States 
and its Western allies wanted to escalate 
the conflict so as to have a pretext to enter 
the region and topple the Iraqi leader who 
dared speak a language that they didn't ex¬ 
pect from an Arab leader or country. 

The Gulf conflict could have been 
solved within an Arab context had the Ar¬ 
abs been given the chance to deal with the 
problem. BuL such a solution wouldn't 
have accommodated the interests of foe 
United States alone and hence it immedi¬ 
ately stuck its nose in the affair. America 
interfered less than a week after Iraqi 
forces entered Kuwait and, with the help 
of some of its satellites in the Arab world, 
it declared Arab efforts to contain the cri¬ 
sis a failure. Couldn’t the great" protector 
of democracy" in the world tolerate the 
fact that a small and helpless country was 
occupied by an invading power? Or is it 
that America couldn't waste a unique op¬ 
portunity to try to bring down a regime 
that refused to join its servants in the re¬ 
gion? I don't think we have to think hard 
to arrive at the right answer. 

We all know that America would at the 
long run win the war with Iraq, but such a 
triumph will not be without its dear price. 
What America should know Is that Iraq is 
no Panama and the Iraqi one-million 
strong army is not the few hundred troops 
fighting in Liberia. America will have no 
easy victory in a battle against Iraq. Any 
aggression against Iraq is an aggression 
against the millions of Arab citizens who 
will sec in a war against America, its 
tercsis even in the countries whose offi¬ 
cial stand sided with the US, and its nu¬ 
merous embassies in the Arab world from 
the Nile to the Euphrates a dignified way 
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America should think twice before em¬ 
barking on any military operation m tne 
Arab Gulf against Arab Iraq. It is not yej 
too late to spare this area a vicious war 
whose devastating consequences como 
well be beyond anybody's expectations. 1 
America stays out of this internal A™ 5 /' 
fair there is still hope that Arab diplom&w 
could come up with a solution that BjjJj 
first of all, serve the interests of the Am 
nation, and then the rest of the world. 

But if America insists on its plan to es¬ 
calate the conflict by militarily 
in the conflict then we are up tor an ® ‘ 
less circle of violence that will encuei 
the whole world . And definitely. 
can soldiers who will survive a war wj" 
Iraq, which will be supported; by at. 1 ®*? 
all decent Arab, citizens,- will go. 
with a taste very different ; from that-?- 
easy victory. ... *_< -j’VV 
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Halt in peace process? 


The recent events in the 
Gulf region have brought 
Iraq's Saddam Hussein in 
direct confrontation with 
the United States over what 
the latter sees as its vital 
and strategic interests. As 
the two countries increase 
their stakes in a very dan¬ 
gerous game of nerves, the 
industrial world, the Arabs, 
Israel and others will be¬ 
come greatly affected by the 
final result of the Gulf 
showdown. 

ROBERT HAZO, who 
wrote this article before last 
week's Iraqi invasion of Ku¬ 
wait, contemplated the ef¬ 
fects of President Hussein's 
confrontational policy with 
the West on the so-called 
peace process in the Middle 
East. 

RECENTLY, DUE largely to the new 
strategy of President Saddam Hussein 
of Iraq, a radical turning point may 
have been reached in the protracted 
Arab-lsracli conflict. That turning 
point consists of the revival of a strat¬ 
egy of military confrontation with Is¬ 
rael. That strategy, never fully aban¬ 
doned, does not necessarily aim at 
war, but at dealing with Israel from a 
position of strength rather than weak¬ 
ness. Despite many and serious set¬ 
backs, the Palestinian spirit has never 
been defeated. Witness, for example, 
die fact that the Intifada, which is in 
hs third year, has spread to Israel 
proper, and recently has received im¬ 
pressive public support in Jordan. 

Until quite recently, however, the 
Arabs as a body have moved gradual¬ 
ly and reluctantly toward the "peace 
process," making concession after 
concession because they saw no other 
option. Knowing that those who make 
foe rules win the game, however, in¬ 
creasingly they feared the conse¬ 
quence of going along with an Israeli- 
Ajnerican dominated peace process 
which requires them to negotiate from 
weakness. Many, therefore, had very 
uttle hope for a satisfactory outcome 
and felt even more embittered and hu¬ 
miliated because their acceptance of 
c °urse of action was by default. 
Saddam Hussein's appeal is to Arab' 
PHde. For a variety of reasons, at least 
one of them of his own making, his 
nnung was on ^ maric Arab fhistra- 
u°n seldom has been greater, nor re- .. ; 
“Cnhnent deeper. Suddenly and, for 
52 s ! °f the Arabs, unexpectedly, 
^dent Hussein's defiant retaliatory - 
S rea i gave them heart. His.is a credi-/ 
we threat, coming from a source of.'; 
ff" and potential power. He has, av 
. JJJue-tested army. of a million' men,; • 

yh he will undoubtedly ^liritilq : 

juy at apace that will allow their hb-; 1 - 
into the work force. 
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for Iraq's war with Iran. 

Iraq also has already created a fledg¬ 
ling industrial base, including the be¬ 
ginning of military industry. Recently. 
Iraq launched a satellite into orbit, bol¬ 
stering its claim to have a rocket with 
a range of 2,000 miles. Although Iraq 
certainly emerged deeply drained by 
its protracted conflict with Iran, in 
some basic respects ijj s . mu .ch s™g_ 
er than it was at the beginning of that 

^President Hussein was banking on 
that strength when he declared -^ 
will make the fire eat up half of lsraei. 
if it tries to do anything against Iraq. 
He added, “We do not need an atomic 
bomb. We have the dual chemical. 
Whoever threatens us with the atomic 
bomb, we will annihilate with the dual 
rhpnScal "■ The reference was to bi¬ 
nary chemical weapons in which two 
benign components produce a deadly 

.hat President 
HussiehSat is no bluff. Both haq 
SSt uwd chemical weapons dur- 
i-g jh e i r W ar. It was. fear that Iraq 
could mount chemical waiheads c n Its 
existing missiles capable of reaching 
Tehramand 1 other major etties thai n 
I-Sw ro asree to cease-fire pro- 
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raelis are worried about these missiles, 
and because they do not know how 
many more of what have come to be 
called ''weapons of mass destruction" 
Iraq can deliver by aircraft and artil¬ 
lery. 

President Hussein has prepared for a 
retaliatory thrust in other ways. In a 
development that has been widely not¬ 
ed in Israel, but not sufficiently em¬ 
phasised in the United Stales, he has 
co-opted Jordan which now fears that 
a right-wing Israeli government may 
move rapidly and decisively to dump 
large numbers of Palestinians into Jor¬ 
dan and then move to expel Palestini¬ 
ans remaining in the occupied territo¬ 
ries into Jordan, claiming that it has 
become the Palestinian state. 

Iraqi aircraft, flying high over Jor¬ 
dan, are reported to have flown recon¬ 
naissance missions close to the Israeli 
reactor at Dimona. 

It is possible now that Saddam Huss¬ 
ein deliberately set the stage for his 
grab at regional Arab primacy. He is 
supposed 10 have spoken out because 
he feared an Israeli strike similar to 
: the one that destroyed the Osirak nu¬ 
clear reactor in Baghdad in 1981. 

: This explanation was triggered by uie 

execution, of a Lortdon-bascd joumal- 

1 * 1 . Farzad Bazoft, as an Israeli spy, 

1 and was followed by British-US allc- 
' cations that.they had. uncovered an 
; Iraqi plot 10 smuggle electronic capac- 
^ iiora to be:used as triggers.for nuclear 

'^cS'I^haV^ done : tjtogsjo 

” set the stage fbir its thrust for Arab rt- 




to the United Nations pointed out on 
US television that the order for the ca- 
paciiators (which he claimed were for 
industrial use) was sent to England by : 
regular cable and not clandestinely. 
Might not they have been so ordered 
precisely because there was a desire 
that they be discovered? 

Preoccupied with the war with Iran 
for eight years, little was heard from 
President Hussein regarding Israel. 

Yet, all this while he knew the Arab- 
Isracli conflict was the best vehicle to 
advance his ambition for leadership in 
the Arab world. With statements like 
"We will never give up the struggle 
for Palestine," he has taken an ambig¬ 
uous rather than rejectionst stance 
which, nevertheless, is a very defiant 
line. He also went further than any 
other Arab leaders, including Arafat, 
on the matter of Soviet immigration 
when he said, "It is not enough Tor us 
to argue that immigrants must not be 
housed in Arab lands occupied since 
1967. Immigrants, however they set¬ 
tle, represent added strength to Israeli 
society." 

President Hussein has sent a very se¬ 
rious peace feeler to Rafsanjatii to 
neutralise the Iranian from as part of 
his turning to the Arab world. He 
wants US Navy ships out of the Gulf, 
even though their introduction there, 
at a lime when Iran hud the upper 
hand, decisively signaled to Khomeini 
dial the US would not pennii him to 
win his war with Iraq and set in mo¬ 
tion an Iranian search lor lacc-saving 
terms upon which to bring the debili¬ 
tating conflict to an end. 

Saddam Hussein's appeal now is to 
anti-Americanism. He surely did not 
expect Egypt (which receives a grant 
of $2.3 billion from the US annually) 
or Saudi Arabia and the Gulf states 
(who are dependent on the US for pro¬ 
tection against Iranian imperialism) to 
agree to levy economic sanctions on 
the US. But he did get all attending to 
agree to a summary statement Tor the 
summit that condemned US support 
for Israeli policies of "aggression ex¬ 
pansionism and terrorism. 

Saddam Hussein has made an im¬ 
pressive start in advancing, for better 
or worse, a strategy of confrontation 
— a strategy with teeth — as a vehicle 
for his claim for as much primacy as 
possible among Arabs. His thrust, 
however, is deeply compromised by 
the hostility that exists between him 
and President Assad of Syria, who 
would not even attend the summit. 

Despite all, not only the United 
States but Israel and, most important¬ 
ly, the Arabs themselves take Presi¬ 
dent Hussien’s thrust quite seriously. 

He and his ideas have come a long 
way, particularly in the last two 
months, with the open defiance by the 
Shamir government of US efforts to¬ 
ward a negotiated peace. Saddam 
Hussein will go a longer way if the 
US suspends the peace process totally 
and if Israel continues its intransigent 
stalling. At that point, the Arab people 
(given the example of what populism 
has accomplished in Eastern Europe) 
may turn to him, or at least to the 
dream of military confrontation he 
personifies, and, as a result, away • 
from the peace process and against the 
Arab leaders'identified with it. 

RobertHazo Ischalrmaqof the/ 
Middle East Policy Association. He : : 
has lectured extensively on the Mid* / 
\ die East both in the i United: States 
/arid, abroad./ // / 
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BOOK Beirut Diary: A Husband Held Hostage 
REVIEW and a Wife Determined to Set Him Free 


Reviewed by Andrew I. 

KlUgore 

WHEN Odysseus, King of Itha¬ 
ca, finally returned home from 
the Trojan War 3000 years ago, 
he was all but a stranger in his 
own land. Although he managed 
to reclaim his kingdom and pre¬ 
serve his family, much hud 
changed in Ithaca during his ab¬ 
sence. And Odysseus himself 
had changed. 

Sis n Levto, author of "Beirut 
Diary, and her husband, Jeremy 
(Jerry) Levin, Coble News Net¬ 
work chief correspondent in Bei¬ 
rut, had already started on nn 
odyssey of their own before the 
dramatic events that triggered 
her book. Their odyssey began 
with the fact of Uicix meeting 
and marrying. 

The fates, and lus career in tel¬ 
evision journalism, took Jcny, a 
liberal Jewish atheist, for from 
his native Michigan into Birm¬ 


ingham, Alabama. There he met 
Sis, a committed Christian of 
Deep South establishment back¬ 
ground. Despite contrasting 
backgrounds and some family 
objections. Sis and Jerry were 
married, and their touching love 
story is a central theme of Beirut 
Diary. 

The defining drama that 
changed their lives, however, 
was Jerry's assignment by Cable 
News Network to the Lebanese 
capital in January 1984. Barely 
six weeks later, in March, he 
was snatched by armed gunmen 
from a Beirut street. He spent die 
next 11 months blindfolded and 
chained to a radiator or wall in 
conditions of almost indescriba¬ 
ble discomfort. 

Constantly accused by his cap- 
tors of being a spy, Jerry never 
stopped denying it. He knew if 
flic kidnappers ever began to be¬ 
lieve their fanciful accusation, he 
faced execution. Although con¬ 
stantly aware (hat he was in mor¬ 


tal danger and might never see 
his family again, no never lost 
his iron determination to some¬ 
how escape from his tenible or¬ 
deal. And the moment an oppor¬ 
tunity arose, he slipped out a 
second storey window and es¬ 
caped, into circumstances of 
hair-raising danger. 

Meanwhile Sis, despite ago¬ 
nizing worries over whether she 
could cope by herself, launched 
a determined campaign to free 
her husband. She faced opposi¬ 
tion from Jerry's family, and 
from supporters of Israel who 
feared Lhat her activism and fo¬ 
cus on underlying Middle East 
issues might haim Israel's securi¬ 
ty. Sis stubbornly persisted in 
her belief, however, that talking 
about basic problems was the 
best course. 

She gathered a ring of support¬ 
ers, including her lawyer broth¬ 
er, distinguished cducatnr/peace 
activist Landrum Bolling, and 
the Rcverened Jesse Jackson. 
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“AMERICA’S #1 JOURNAL 
ON U.S.-ARAB RELATIONS” 


Learn the facts about the Palestinian upris¬ 
ing in the Occupied Territories and U.S. 
• pol icy options in the Middle East by reading 
A merican-Arab Affairs, the quarterly jour¬ 
nal from the American-Arab Affairs Coun¬ 
cil. Now in its seventh year, American-Arab 
Affairs presents insightful analysis and 
thought-provoking interviews with leading 
politicians, scholars and business leaders to 
answer your questions about American 
foreign policy, the peace process, U.S.-Arab 
economic relations and much more. 


° f ■ S l h -°, a - re expected t0 look P ast the °ews accoimts 

and obtain an insight into the thinking and objectives of the players in the Mid¬ 
dle East, it is extremely helpful to have access to American-Arab Affairs. It is 
a well-written journal with articles and interviews that cut through the rhetoric” 

The Hon. Howard C, Nielson 
U.S. Representative (UT) 

menran-Amb Affairs is helping to acquaint the American nation with the 
shared ideals and common interests that America has with the Arab world In 
so doing, it is making a positive contribution to a healthier state of relations 
between our two peoples.” His Majesty King HuTse?n 

Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 


Jeremy Levin 

One bizarre twist was an abor¬ 
tive attempt to rescue Jerry from 
a Beirut house where he suppos¬ 
edly was being held. The rescue 
effort was successful, but not in 
freeing Jerry, who simply wasn't 
there. Instead two other hostag¬ 
es, American University in Bei¬ 
rut professor Frank Regier and 
French businessman Christian 
Joubert, were found in the home 
and freed. 

Agonizing questions followed. 
Had Sis and her friends been 
tricked by people who only pre¬ 
tended to believe that Jerry was 
in that particular house? Was 
Jerry in Beirut at all? Had he 
been taken away to the Bekaa 
Valley? Was he still alive? With 
one or two notable exceptions, 
little good advice came from the 
Stale Department, which urged 
quiet diplomacy rather than acti¬ 
vism. 

Sis was not convinced that the 
Department's position was 
sound. Moreover, she was tem¬ 
peramentally unable to sit 
around doing nothing. So back 
to Beirut and at least two trips to 
Damascus and appointments 
with an apparently sympathetic 
Farouk Al-Sharaa, the Foreign 
Minister of Syria. 

Then came Jerry's chance to 
escape. And whether or not his 
■bonds were slightly loosened be¬ 
cause of Sis' pleas to the Syrians 
for help remains ambiguous. Jer¬ 
ry did, however, break away. He 
crept, barefoot, through the night 


away from his prison in an iso¬ 
lated house in the Bekaa Valley 
toward Syria. His feet pierced by 
thorns and with every dog within 
miles howling to signal an unfa¬ 
miliar presence in the blackness. 
Jerry hid under a vehicle when 
he heard footsteps approaching. 
He was spotted by a patrolling 
Syrian soldier rather than his 
kidnappers. Suddenly he was no 
longer a miserable hostage under 
constant threat of serious injury 
or death, but rather a guest of the, 
Syrian state, receiving all the 
warmth of traditional Arab hos¬ 
pitality, as the Syrians took him 
to Damascus and turned him 
over to the American ambassa¬ 
dor there. 

In addition to raising unan¬ 
swerable questions surrounding 
Jerry's decision to risk his life es¬ 
caping rather than remain a hos¬ 
tage, the book also touches on 
the matter of his religious faith. 
That he went through his own 
private Gethsemane as a prisoner 
is clear. What effect this had on 
the non-believing Jerry's private 
convictions is unclear. What is 
certain, however, is that he de¬ 
veloped a special compassion for 
the sufferers he saw everywhere 
in the Middle East, even for his 
captors. 

Nor is there ambiguity about 
this couple's stand on the Middle 
East since Jerry's release from 
captivity in 1985. Both Sis and 
Jerry have spoke out in ever pos¬ 
sible forum for better relations 
between the US and all Middle 
East countries 

Improved relations with all im¬ 
plies, of course, that present 
American policies are producing 
sound relations with none. The 
Levins recognize this and slate it 
clearly. As a result, crude efforts 
to intimidate them have been 
personally costly to both. For Sis 
and Jerry, however, who had al¬ 
ready been through hell separate¬ 
ly, such efforts to silence them 
together are doomed to failure. 
This illuminating, touching and 
deeply human account attests to 
their determination to speak up 
for truth, justice and compas¬ 
sion, and to spare others the or¬ 
deal they have endured. 
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Artist 
delves into 
political and 
social issues 

By Hind-Lara Mango 
Special to The Star 

CURRENTLY ON show atthe 
Royal Cultural Centre is an exhi¬ 
bition of 72 paintings by Dr Ali 
Ghoul. Hie works vary in terms 
of theme and technique, but are 
arranged in a manner that creates 
a continuous flow of thought. 

The first painting on display of 
shocking orange flowers in a 
vase on a bright blue table, gives 
the impression of a print done in 
a modem style. The white back¬ 
ground is given just as much im¬ 
portance as its colourful fore¬ 
ground. Newspaper clippings arc 
printed on the canvas, the result 
of employing water based paints 
and emulsion that absorb prim¬ 
ing ink, discloses Ghoul. So, 
when the newspaper is pressed 
onto the painting, the page is au¬ 
tomatically re-printed. 

The artist introduced his show 
with this a piece intentionally; it 
symbolises the 'news of the ex¬ 
hibit 1 he says. 

However, the two neighbour¬ 
ing works differ completely, 
dealing with the Arabic letters 
TW and Ta". "These China 
inks are actually a part of my 
next exhibit which analyses the 
Arabic letters in a very academic 
way," explains Ghoul. 

He displays these paintings in 
his current show because the let- 
t f rs ' circular lines fit with his 
thematic use of thin, dynamic 
p»ck lines throughout the exhi¬ 
bition, This style is evident in 
works ranging from the Arabic 
‘Alters to a simple portrait of a 
young girl.. 

The overlapping and repetition 
o* such strokes give a strong im- 
PtoMion of the portrayed theme. 
[f 1 three studies of The Na- 
J® 1 * the artist tries to capture 
concept of the homeland 
within glass frameworks using 
•hese lines. 

Por instance, one painting 
a champagne glass out- 
*n black in which the bub- 
are frees- under which fig- 
are seen. Sinking, into the, 
W** a representation of Jerii- 
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the foreground. 

Ghoul explains that he tried to 
give the impression of the expa¬ 
triate who wants to come back to 
his home, but is finding it diffi¬ 
cult . 

The problems of the Arab na¬ 
tion are rendered in a similar 
manner. In another painting of a 
Bedouin is trying to hold a 
square and heavy-looking glass 
containing representation of Pe¬ 
tra and the Dome of the Rock 
done with spiky borders. 

The lines are given depth 
through the thick and thin tech¬ 
nique. One line starts off thick 
(hen ends up thin, depending on 
die amount of paint applied and 
the way the applicator is held. 
The colour black is not used for 
the conventional functions of 
shade and the positive and nega¬ 
tive, but for defining boundaries. 

An intentional buildup of ten¬ 
sion is created through the ar¬ 
rangement of the paintings. The 
show begins with symbolic and 
rather light-hearted colours, then 
gradually gets involved in politi¬ 
cal and social themes. A breath¬ 
ing space, so to speak, is sparked 
off by pastel sketches of moun¬ 
tains and the personification of 
the four seasons. 

Evidence of Ghoul's Italian 
training in architecture comes 
out in his depictions Of the Irid- 
. fada. "Architecture helped me in 
analysing space arid 1 relating it to 
certain periods to history. For 
me the circle, is’an aspect that I 
tried to amalgamate with our 
. present time;* be. says. , 

/ . For Ghoul, -the' circle is the 
stone; the ball that a child plays 
With.; He'feileyes that the child 
; in the jrtdfeda tototysi stones as if 
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Another subject analysed is 
die female, and Ghoul feels that 
"a woman here is oppressed by 
males and lives in a prison." 

When it comes to drawing the 
human anatomy though, the art¬ 
ist delves into spaces with thin 
haphazard lines radiating with a 
sense of freedom. He relates 
this phenomenon to the fact that 
he started his artistic career with 
abstract painting, unlike other 
artists who start their training 
with anatomy. Now, he is try¬ 
ing to perfect his figurative art 
and to incorporate certain spa¬ 
tial dimensions on the two di¬ 
mensional paper. 

In this show, Ali Ghoul tries 
to reach a compromise between 
the idea of art for art's sake and 
painting for the audience. In the 
former an artist experiments and 
learns , and Ghoul attempts to 
reach his viewers by applying 
his academic training to paper 
to provoke his audience'through 
his interpretations. 

• Curt and Geri Davison will 
depart from Amman on 21 Au¬ 
gust after their 4-momh stay in 
Jordan to help promote tourism 
and stimulate the country's 
economy. Mr Davison, along 
with his wife's assistance, has 
been working with the Ministry 
of Tourism to design a new 
tourism brochure which will be 
produced in five languages. 
The promotion is funded with a 
USAID grant and the brochure 
will be distributed throughout 
the world. 

A graduate of Pratt Institute in 
New York and an award¬ 
winning graphic designer and 
creative director, Mr Davison 
has also shared his expertise 
with Joidanian apprentices and 
various agencies in need of his 
talent. This experience will 
hopefully enable Jordan to be 
more competitive in the interna¬ 
tional marketing and advertising 
campaigns and stir the country's 
economy through the promotion 
of the country's archaeological 
and natural wonders. 

The couple says that they 
have enjoyed serving in the 
Ministry of Tourism and the pri¬ 
vate sector and they want to 
thank the Jordanian people for 
their hospitality. .: 1 . 

• "Your safe, clean city, with i|s 
beautiful cllrtiate has -tyeen.-.a 
haven for us. We appreciate 
’ yptirfine,King, beautifql Quefn 
. and Prince Hassan, a: .social 
person and all ..the otHftfi’.who 
have irt^d^'c^urvisit 
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A Bird's Eyeview 

LAST FRIDAY began as an absolutely fabulous day. I did not 
wake up until about ten o'clock, and I decided to take it easy 
and relax. In the afternoon, I had as much rest as I could stand 
and decided to go for a drive. 

I was not planning on going anywhere in particular, but found 
myscli on the road to Jcrash. The weather was nice, and I was 
really enjoying driving slowly, listening to some soft music and 
taking in the scenery. Having reached Jcrash, I decided to take 
a detour and go through the Dibeen National Park. 

The drive through the park was quite nice. I had a pleasant 
feeling seeing that so many people were picnicing and seemed 
to be enjoying the beautiful area. But then, something had to 
happen to ruin the best mood I had been in in days. 

As I rounded one of the hairpin turns in the park, a little boy 
was running across the street. I stopped about three metres from 
him (luckily, I was only going at 25 km/h). The little boy 
couldn t have been more than three years old. 

I just sat still watching him stand in the middle of the rood. 1 
looked around to see if liis mother or father was nearby to rc- 
trieve him from the road. I hud to wait two full minutes before 
the boys mother came running and Look him back to the family 
picnic table. As she carried him away, she looked at me and 
smiled like she was saying "isn't he cute?". 

Actually I did think the little boy was very cute. He had a 
beautiful face with large brown eyes that smiled at you. But, I 
did not think that the mother was cute. She wouldn't have been 
smiling if the driver couldn’t stop in time to avoid hilling her 
son. 

Who would be at fault? The driver or the parents? However, 
the point is not who is at fault or who is to blainc. The point is 
that such accidents do happen and all parents have to do to pre¬ 
vent these disasters is to watch the children a little more Close¬ 
d- 

Losing a child can be a devastating experience. Some parents 
do not get over the grief for the rest of their lives. 

I understand that people of all ages die. I am a profound fatal¬ 
ist and believer in God and His will. The causes arc many but 
death is, nevertheless, the same. War, famine, earthquakes, 
floods, disease and accidents too arc mere causes and fate will 
take its course. 

Having said this, I sometimes approach blasphemy when I 
hear of a child's death in an accident. There is no reason for it. 
Such fragile beings need and deserve all the care and protection 
we can give them. If I were that child's mother. I wouldn't be 
laughing. I would be crying tears of joy knowing my child is 
going to see his fourth birthday. 

Magda Hamzeh 


• The second Rumman Hill 
Climb of 1990 is scheduled to 
be held on Friday 17 August. 
This event, organised as usual 
by the Royal Automobile Club 
(RAC) of Jordan, is an impor¬ 
tant one for drivers points count¬ 
ing towards the national drivers 
championships. The Hill Climb 
is unique in the Arab world as 
this form of motor sport is not 
included in any other country in 
the region. 

The hill climb has been a regu¬ 
lar feature of motor sport in Jor¬ 
dan since 1954 when it was first 
held on a regular basis, and has 
always been popular because or¬ 
dinary road cars can enter with¬ 
out the need for any special 
preparation or modification, and 
the event is open to anyone to 
compete. • • 

1 Situated on the old road to Je- 
rdsh- near the small village of 
Rurqman, the hill is picturesque 
being located above the lake 
created by the King Talal dam 
arid wandering around pitje coy- 
ered slopes. It is only 20 minutes 
by car from Amman ajte often 
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I Agenda 


Films 

• The American Center presents 
"It Happened One Night", 
starring Clark Gable, Thursday 9 
August at 7 pm. On Sunday 12 
August the Center will screen 
"Some Like It Hot", starring Jack 
Lemon and Tony Curtis, at 7 
pm. 

• The British Council presents 
"Clockwise" on Wednesday 15 
August at 6 pm. 

• The Goethe Institute presents 
"Die Greuze" on Tuesday 14 j 
A ugust at 8 pm. 

. Lectures 

• Dr Mu'awiyah Ibrahim will 

lecture on "Archaeology and 
Traditional Architecture" at 
ACOR on Wednesday 15 Au¬ 
gust at 7 pm. V \f. 

Exhibitions 

• The Rtydril Oeograpbte COn- 
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People and Events 



Winter fashions 

Pret-a-Porter through international eyes 


PARIS IS not just the centre of 
the world when ii comes to haute 
couture — Paris is increasingly 
becoming the metropolis for in¬ 
ternational design, Leading Ital¬ 
ians Valentino, Versace and 
Ferre present their collections in 
Paris. The best English houses 
consider showing by the Seine a 
’must" and the Germans, notably 
the enterprising Susannc Wicbc, 
exhibit during luxury Prct-a- 
Forier lime. 

Day wear is dearly dominated 
by the new, narrow pants. These 
invariably come in stretch fab¬ 
rics and arc often so skinny (hat 
they look like a ballerina's train¬ 
ing tights. Sonic are primed, too. 
Lycra, latex imd jersey come in a 
selection of stitches or alternate¬ 
ly the ballerina pants sport a 
stout rib. 

The preferred jackets arc hip- 
covering in luminous colours or 
swirling, cropped coats in Mexi¬ 
can blanket plaids or tapestry 
jacquards. Jackets of this type 
frequently have velvet collars 
and cuffs, especially when the 
skin-tight anchored pants arc 
also sculpted out of velvet. 

Classically-cut trousers with 
pleated waistbands arc still 
around. They come in cashmere 
or alpaca and arc topped by 
trench coats with giant lapels. 
Italy and the United States fa¬ 
vour this trend towards modem, 
but nonetheless classical noncha¬ 
lance. 

Day dresses are in flannel or 
lightweight c(amines, decorated 
Chancl-Iike with braiding, em¬ 
bellished with applications, 
dosed with rows of gold buttons 
and topped with demure little 
white collars. St. Gall embroid¬ 
eries are very popular. 

Costumes are often trimmed 
with gorgeous lace applications, 
for example to mark the waist or 
finish off sleeves or collar. Swiss 
design can really go to town 
here. Lace is also used for the 
numerous tops worn under the 
jackets of two pieces. Embroi¬ 
dered lace is even seen in the 
morning for sporty lunchtime 
suits and gold lace bedecks eve- 




Swissair flies to Phila¬ 
delphia 

# Swissair began scheduled ser¬ 
vices to and from Philadelphia in 
the United Slates on Monday 6 
August. The service is to be pro¬ 
vided by extending the current 
Zurich-Boston-Zunch flights. 
Swissair is the first intemfluonal 
airlino to offer a direct connec¬ 
tion between Switzerland and 
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Blazer in Swiss lame-guipure with satin ribbon anddia- 
manmte by Giorgio Armani 


Trouser-suit wllh spencer Jacket in satin duchesse, a creation 
from Stuenzi Textiles of Switzerland 


ning outfits. - 

.This coming autumn, elegant 
women will wear a gold lace top 
over black anchored pants in vel¬ 
vet or satin and top them with a 
black parka — with or without 
fur — in a silk-gloss microfibre 
stitched onto wadding ofdown. 

The haute couture influence is 
unmistakable. A year ago, Ferre 
focussed on the cashmere parka 
and Yves Saint Laurent on the 
duffle coaL Now, these two clas¬ 
sics reappear in every shape and 
form in almost all the leading 
collections. 

The gleam of sequins remains 
very popular. Tiny sequined bo- 

Philadelphia 

With its 5.8 million inhabitants 
Philadelphia is the second- 
biggest city on the eastern sea¬ 
board of the United States. Sev¬ 
eral large American firms are 
based ui the city, making it one 
of the most important business 
centres in the country. 

Yet Philadelphia, which will 
be Swissair’s filth destination, 
has much to offer the vacation 
uaveller, too - the "Liberty 
Bell, for example, which at¬ 
tracts millions of visitors every 
year. Americans regard the bell 
“ a symbol of freedom — it was 
m Philadelphia that the US Con¬ 
stitution was first committed to 
paper. 

Philadelphia is thus an attrac¬ 
tive addition to Swissair’s route 
network. For both business and 
Insure travellers. The city is 
Swissair's seventh U.S. destina- 
Uon -r; Anchorage. Atlanta, Bos- 
SSJ* Chicago, Los Angeles and 
u ^ York are already served by 
the Swiss national earner. 


leros partner filmy muslin cock¬ 
tail gowns. Sequins trim trousers 
legs and jacket peplums. Sequins 
glitter on spaghetti-strapped tops 
or are shaped into skin-tight 
tubes in glittering Broadway col¬ 
ours that are mini-mini and ultra 
cheeky. 

Fringes are very popular for 
trims. Wrought out of silk yam, 
they are sometimes used for 
sexy skins or to edge huge 
square shawls draped like sa¬ 
rongs. Fringing can also be com¬ 
posed of beads and decorate the 
hem of a short jacket. 

The afternoon dress returns af¬ 
ter a lengthy absence from the 

Boeing 757 ap¬ 
proved for 180- 
minute extended- 
range service 


fashion scene. Magnificent 
prims in a mixture of fur designs 
with a touch of folklore, or 
sometimes even flower patterns 
combined with lame, are 
astounding in their brilliance. 
Dresses made of these materials 
may look simple, but appearanc¬ 
es are deceptive. These gowns 
are subtly draped, often cut on 
the bias and always bear the 
handwriting of a directrice par 
excellence. In Paris there were 
entire series in Swiss designs to 
be seen parading along the run¬ 
ways. 

The couture-dictated trend to 
pomp was also understood loud 
and clear by fashion-conscious 
ready-to-wear. Blazers in Swiss 
brocade weaves or matt and 
shiny satins with sequined appli¬ 
cations will cause a sensation 
worn with sequin strewn skirts 
or velvet trousers at prices more 
within the range of a wider pub¬ 
lic. The heady interplay of col¬ 
ours partnering fuchsia with Nile 
green, salamander with Etruscan 
gold or pink with poppy red is 
seen not only for jackets, but for 
boots too. 

Indeed, boots have become the 
most important new fashion at¬ 
tribute. They are knee-high or 
mgher, almost invariably have 
fiat soles and look simply 
breathtaking in such luxury fab- 

engines has been cleared to oper- 
ate on flights that take it up to 
180 minutes flight lime of an 
approved landing field. 

? 57 ' 20 ? now j° in s the 
767-200 and -300 series 


rics as brocade or tapestry jac¬ 
quard. A fashion "must" to go 
with the skinny trousers and 
mini-length jackets or coats. 

Brocade and heavy, glossy sat¬ 
ins, atlas and shimmering taffeta 
come into their own for cocktail 
and evening wear. Anything in 
the tartan line is "in" loo. Origi¬ 
nal clan tartans featured for day¬ 
time in mini skins or kilts are 
transposed onto silk taffeta en¬ 
sembles. On top come small vel¬ 
vet spencers with decorative but¬ 
tons and satin cuffs. 

The fashion of today, with its 
particularly luxurious image, 
must to some extent be indepen¬ 
dent of season. Whereas it used 
to be chic to spend winter in 
the mountains, people nowadays 
go on elegant cruises in tropical 
climates instead (or as well). The 
"little black dress", which used 
to be the trump card in the ward¬ 
robe of every elegant woman, is 
being superseded by the many 
brightly coloured dresses in mus¬ 
lin, chiffon or satin, enlivened 
by chic brocade or satin jackets. 

The new fashion lives on od¬ 
our and luxurious fabrics. It de¬ 
mands body-awareness since# 
makes the most of legs, bust anj 
waist. The signs are that, with au 
this luxury, fashion during this 
last decade will be. very sexy, 
but also very sporty, too. 

Based at the company's head¬ 
quarters in Washington, ^ 
Fuller has operating responses 
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Programmes on Jordan Television from 11 August to 17 August 


ENGLISH PROGRAMME 

SATURDAY 

8:30 - Joint Account. 

9:00 - Encounter: Hosted by 
Rami Khouri. 

9:30 - Classical Music. 

10:00 • News in English. 

10:20 * Feature Film (Wacky 
Taxi): Starring John Aslin. 

SUNDAY 

8:30 • Hey Dad. 

9:10 - Path of the Rain God 
(The River Valleys). 

10:00 - News in English. 

10:20 - Hunter (Broken 

Dreams): An eyewitness to a 
crime is in danger of losing her 
life-. Hunter docs his best to pro¬ 
tect her, but her husband tries to 
protect her his own way. 

MONDAY 

8:30 - Perfect Strangers (Here 
Comes the Judge): Larry is ac¬ 
cused of misusing the paper's 
material resources. The paper 
forms a probing committee buL 
Larry summons Balki as a wit¬ 
ness to his innocence. 

9:10 - Murder She Wrote. 

10:00 ■ News in English. 

10:20 - Mystery Movie (Grand 
Deceptions): Starring Peter Falk 
and Andy Romano. 

TUESDAY 

8:30 - Golden Girls (NoLhing to 
Pear But Fear Itself)- 
9:10 - The Heart of the High 
Country; In Grcvillon, Ceci 
opens a salon for the minework- 
ers and is met by fierce opposi¬ 
tion from the mineworkers' 
wives. 

10:00 - News in English. 

10:20 - Paradise (Stray BulleL): 
When Ethan tries to save Miss 
Uwson from a drunkard's ran¬ 
dom shooting, he is accused of 
tying to murder her. Ethan flees 
>nd the police are after him. 

U:10 - Police Squad (Testimo¬ 
ny of Evil): A woman heading a 
jnig distribution gang conducts 
ber operation from a nightclub 
she owns. Inspector Frank works 
a f the nightclub disguised as a 
smger and successfully pene- 
trat ®s her network. 

WEDNESDAY. 

8:30 - A Family For Joe (The 
Medium): Holly thinks she can 
to her parents through Dia-' 
ns, a medium. Bui once she con- 
vmces her brother Nick of 
J^a's power- Joe interferes. .. 
y*® - Sounds of Silence: This 
oocumentary is about ch|ldrpn 
'wth hearing disabilities and the 
reie of parents, schools arid spe-r' 
cjalised institutions-: in : helping- 
jP e,n improve their. hearing. ■Tne.c 

nlm i$ a ; Genrian-Jordanianprtw. 

ta%«.dfac6i*l .by Nn|> N4ii> 

10 : 00 .- News' in English^ 

U )Q0 - Mini Series (Ghgfkn&if 
episodeH)^,;LV;^. 7 k’. ■,? 

9 


Midnight Caller, Friday at 9:10 

THURSDAY * 

v 

8:30 - A Different World. B 

9:10 ■ Sherlock Holmes (The c 
Devil's Foot): While Mr Holmes ® 
is enjoying his vacation in Com- . 
wall, he is asked to look into a 
difficult case by a friend who 
had one brother killed and one 
gone mad. Holmes' investigation 
proves to be a clever one. C 

10:00 • News in English. r 

10:20 - Movie of the Week j 
(Jallhouse Rock): Starring Elvis l 

Presley and Judy Tyler. Elvis s *3 

classic film captures the legend P 

in all his nostril-flaring, pre- 
army glory. Elvis learns to pick 
a guitar in jail and later gams 
success which helps to change ^ 

his character. < 

FRIDAY 

8:30 - Coach: Coach Hayden is 

being overprotective of his , 
daughter Kety and asks f , 

drop her boyfriend Stewart. Kel¬ 
ly fights back and announces her 
intention of marrying Stewart- 
9:10 - Midnight Caller (Protec- 1 
lion): Jack wants 1 to protect Perry j 
and his wifd, because the couple 
witnessed a crime. POT, who 
Z unco-operative, is mur¬ 
dered and Jack is unabte fe pre¬ 
vent his wife from avenging her 
husband's murder- , '! 

10:00 ■ News in Eng ^- .< 

10:20 - No More Dying Then. j 

FRENCH PROGRAMME 

SATURDAY, ' • : - 

5:45 - Le r mOri d & * 

variety - programme presented by , 

r Jacques Martii?/- ■ ; ; . • 

■: 7^00 f NeWs in French. ^ ; „ 

7iis;*• . , 

j. 1 docurireri^ , 

' • - ' ; SONbAY ' ! ' t , • 

' ■ ■ . 


6:10 - Le fondement du renou* 
veau: A documentary pro¬ 
gramme about the African devel¬ 
opment bank. 

6:32 - Ca e'est du cinema. 

7:00 - News in French. 

7:15 - Carnet de notes: A musi¬ 
cal programme. 

MONDAY 

05:55 - Brel, un cri: A docu¬ 
mentary programme about the 
French singer Jacques Brel. 

7:00 - News in French. 

7:15 ■ The Weekly Sports 
Magazine. 

TUESDAY 

6:10 - Des chiffres et des li¬ 
tres: A game show programme. 
6:30 - La chance aux chan¬ 
sons: A variety programme pre¬ 
sented by Pascal Sevran. 

7:00 - News in French. 

7:15 - Aujourd'hui en Jorda- 
nie: A local magazine pro¬ 
gramme. 

WEDNESDAY 

6:15 - S.O.S DIsparus: A new 
detective series. 

7:00 - News in French. 

7:15 - French Varieties. 

THURSDAY 

5(45 ■ MoUerbsimo (Eps 17) : 
A cartoon series for children- 
6:10 - Des chiffres et des let* 
tres: A game show programme. 
6:30 - lb chance aux chan¬ 
sons: A variety programme pre¬ 
sented by PascalScvran. 

7:00 - Pwws in French. 

.7:15 - Sirocco, le magazine de 
pevasibnt A documentary pro¬ 
gramme. , 

"•‘y FRIDAY 

5:30 ^ Coup de lete: A French 
. feature film.. •* v : 

7:00 yNews |n French, i 
7:15 'Da revolution de 
rintelilgence: A documentary 
programme,about sciences. 





"Bird on a Wire" 

Rating: ** and a half 

My guess is they screened a lot of Hitchcock movies before 
they made "Bird on a Wire," and the parts they liked the best 
were where Hitch placed his couples in situations that were 
dangerous and picturesque at the same lime — scenes like the 
Mount Rush more climax in "North by Northwest." That was a 
delicate balancing att when Hitchcock did iu the locations, sen¬ 
sational as they were, couldn't be allowed to upstage die thrills. 

In "Bird on a Wire," the act loses its balance. 

Mel Gibson stars in the movie as another of his likable, good- 
humoured heroes who can get lough if he needs 10 . When wc 
first meet him, he's working in 0 gas station in Detroit, and wc 
lcarp that it's the latest in a long string of jobs and identities 
he's held since he joined the FedcmEWitness Protection Pro¬ 
gramme. He testified against, some government narcs 15 years 
ago, and they've been looking for him ever since. 

Into his lonely life comes love, die second time around, in the 
person of Goldie Hawn as a tough New York lawyer. Slip 
drives into the station by accident, recognises him and doesn't 
bolicvp him when he says he's never seen her before. So she 
drives back out to the station (hat night just in time to save Gib¬ 
son from being killed by the guys who ure looking for him. 

In a few WGrds of breathless dialogue wc learn the two we re 
lovers 15 years ago, until Gihson suddenly disappeared. Now 
she knows why.- 

Up until this point, die movie is hard-edged and convincing. 
But all attempts ;it realism are thrown overboard during a car 
chase where Hawn mdns.lhe. wheel while Gibson, upside-down, 
pushes down hard on the accelerator with his hand. It's one of 
those slapstick chases dial tells you nothing else in the movie 
needs to dc plausible, cither.- . 

The movie then develops into a cross between the Idiot Plot 
and the Hitchcockian search lor colourful locations. 

The- key mistake made by tile characters - who join up to¬ 
gether and lice from the. killers who arc after them — is to keep 
phoning their whereabouts to the FBI. How long can it possibly 
take them to discover thal-tiic FBI's security has been compro¬ 
mised — that the killers arc 1 getting regular updates from the 
bureau? In'rcal lifc it would lake them one call, I imagine, but 
in this movie they never quite figure that one out. 

Gibson and Hawn arc attractive actors, and they're both good 
at the kind of light comedy this movie needs. Bui the plot 
doesn't exploit the fact that Hawn is allegedly this powerful, ag¬ 
gressive lawyer. She keeps talking about how she's going to 
call her office and get money and help soon, but she stops be¬ 
ing a' lawyer and becomes yet one more dizzy and hapless 
blonde.who is pulled through the movie by a resourceful male. 

The final scene is shot in a zoo — inside one of those gigan¬ 
tic "natural habitats" where tigers and alligators and snakes 
roam unmolested, and the deer and the antelope play. This is 
the setup for an ambitious chase sequence that involves snap¬ 
ping alligator jaws and the roars of the big cals and, of course, 
the obligatory suspension-bridge scene in which the strands of 
the ropes snap away one at a time, while danger lurks below 
and the bad guys are holding target practice. 

. We never really expect the bad guys to hiL anyone, because 
the unspoken rule in a movie like this is that the bad guys fire 
thousands of rounds and never hit anyone who is even remotely 
a movie star. What we do expect is some kind of spatial orien¬ 
tation so we can understand where Gibson and Hawn are in re¬ 
lation to the killers. Bui iho scene has been blocked and edited 
so confusingly that all wc know is lhaL danger surrounds them. 

I don't know how Hitchcock did it, but somehow he managed 
to keep us caring about his characters even when they were 
crawling up the nostrils of the presidents on Mount Rushmoie. 
In "Bird on a Wire," director John Badham doesn't pay the dues 
before he brings in the exotic locations. We don't believe the 
characters, ana so the elaborate chases and escapes and stunts 
and special effects are all affectations. 




"DA YSOFQLOR)'" (“RKO Goes to War” collec¬ 
tion, Turtier, 119.98): Veteran “film-noir” director 
Jacques Tourneur’s black-and-white 1943 drama was 
notable largely f 6 r providing the film debut of an actor 
who would prove to have remarkable longevity, Gregory 
Peck. He plays a patriotic Russian who leads a brigade 
of his countrymen on dangerous missions agairvSt did' 
Nazis. ** (Not ratedi V) • . 

1 'HARD TO PILL" {Warner, July 25):' 1 A huge bb'i 
office hit early in the year; this drama casts Steyen 
-Seagal as an agent determined to find old enemies; (R) 
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By Klialdoon TjiIiiimj 

Special In The Slur 

WHENEVER [ listen to it radio 
show I try to create an image, in 
my mind of the DJ. I iniiijiinc 
lhcdi.se jockey .silting in the stu¬ 
dio wearing the head plumes, 
spinning records one after anoth¬ 
er, while holding u large coffee 
mug tlint can't be put on the ta¬ 
ble piled with listeners' letters, 
record sleeves and announce¬ 
ments palters. 

Visiting the Einglish service 
department at Radio Jordan (KJ) 
is a very interesting coterie nee. 
for u journalist and a very amus¬ 
ing one lor an old KJ listener. I 
had the opportunity to see the 
station in action, mid to talk to 
my favourite DJ, Malta Kassi- 
cieb who was jtre|taring for her 
Friday morning show. 

m Wednesday: 11:30 a.m. 

Sitting behind her heavy 
wooden desk, Maha is writing 
down the names of the songs 
that she is going to play on her 
Friday show. A calendar show¬ 
ing the smiley faces of many pop 
stars hangs on the wall behind 
her. On her left side is the sta¬ 
tion's advertisement board which 
reads, 'There is a promotional 
tape for the /crash Festival, 
please use it heavily!", with the 
word 'heavily' underlined. 

"I was always interested 
in music since I was a 
kid. I was a big fan of 
Rima Azer, actually. She 
presented listeners’ 
choice and 1 used to write to 
her regularly," says the 26 year 
old DJ and mother of one child. 

"I always thought about myself 
as being a DJ like Rima one day. 
Two months after my graduation, I 
came to Radio Jordan and made 
an interview for a DJ job, and 
everything went fine." 

Maha started working at Radio 
Jordan in August 1985, after re¬ 
ceiving her BA in English litera¬ 
ture with a French minor from 
the University of Jordan. 

Throughout her career at RJ, 
Maha has presented many pro¬ 
grammes including one called 
The Young Sound.' She is now 
in charge of the Monday and Fri¬ 
day morning programmes. After 
five years, Maha still remembers 
her first show. 

"! was tense, scared. Maybe, I 1 
luid to write everything that I j 
had to say down. I featured my 1 
favourite songs on the show. I 
was very tense, but glad," she j 
says. I 

The music that Mnha plays Ls f 
usually fast — the danccy type 1 
that moves you even when B 
you're still asleep in bed, "I try to H 
give the people the kind of mu- s 
sic that will waken them up," v 
Maha explains. "In the morning. It 
I tfiink that people need some cn- ii 
ergy. Music helps to activate- tl 
them and give them strength, F 
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Maha Kassicieh 

whether they arc still in bed or in 
their care going to work." 

"It is fun being a DJ. It's not 
exactly a routine. You don't have 
to do the same things every day. 
1 can play what I like, the kind 
or music I like, songs that I en¬ 
joy listening to and playing," 
notes Maha who is a fan or 
Bryan Ferry, Roxy Music and 
Stevie B. "Of 
course, may- 
be if you lis- Jj S J3 
ten to me, # 

y«u L 

wouldn't ^ m - 
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started talking, I started laughing 
once again and I couldn’t help 
iL" 

That's something that can hap¬ 
pen to any DJ, but reading an an¬ 
nouncement about the opening 
of an art exhibition that had al¬ 
ready ended is something else. 
’This has happened a couple of 
times," Maha says. "Sometimes, 
when you’re on the air and the 
current song ends and you're 
about to talk aboui the next one, 
the sound technician suddenly 
tells you lhaL the next song is not 
ready. You have to say some¬ 
thing and you grab whatever is 
available in front of you from 
the announcements. You read it 
and after that you realise what 
you have done. But you forget 
all about it, it is already fin¬ 
ished!" 

Radio shows arc always good 
friends for lonely people and for 
those who are feeling blue. Via 
her shows, Maha is a good 
friend for her listeners. 
"Sometimes I ease listeners who 
would write me a letter with a 
problem," she says. "I tell 

8 them to take it easy, there 
is no need to worry about 
it, lime will heal the 
wounds and all these 
things." 

Letters arc usually the 
connection between a DJ and her 
listeners. Through correspon- 


■ LEADING JAPANESE - 1 =^T ),__ 

research firms. Citizen and IflSI !? 

Fujitsu, have been working j' 

on the development of 3.5' —Jlpj 

disk drives which could ha»-__ 

die up to a monstrous 20 (V7"“ .. 

Megabytes of storage capaci- Oft fUlEft 
ty per single fonnatted 3.5' GAM. ...IVI.dJ 

This technological break- '"F'l'OBpy 

through was achieved by the q r r 9 

development of a special 

read/write head for much ---- 

'denser 1 data manipulation, 

the application of more efficient disk drive technology and the us¬ 
age of special 3.5’ floppy disks. A It hough prototypes of the drive 
have been available for some time now, mass production of the 
machines has only recently begun. 

The technical specifications of the machines include an access 
time of about 65 milliseconds — faster than rnosl low cost haul 
disks. The drives are also expected to have a very low power con¬ 
sumption making them ideal for usage in laptops and portable 
computers. The disks used on these technological marvels look 
like normal 3.5' disks but arc different from the ones currently ob¬ 
tainable in the shops in that they come specially treated and pre- 
foimaucd and are sold singly for about £ 10 each. The disk drives 
themselves, although not having a definitive price as yet, arc like¬ 
ly to have a price tag of about £150 each fall prices in country or 
origin). 

The application of this new technology o|vns up some very ex¬ 
citing prospects, just imagine having customised setups and some 
huge application program previously occupying a dozen or so 
floppies or half your hard disk (a /a Ventura Dcksiop Publishing 
software with all the fonts imaginable or a complete dBase envi¬ 
ronment) happily residing on a single floppy disk! 

...in,....inn,... 

■ FLUSH^ YOUR ^system, 

living entities need to do*onc] 

c^ees^approach, it is timtfio 

best friend — your car. ^ Mi 
Stan by flushing your engine H Iww 

and cooling system. Most man¬ 
ufacturers recommend chang¬ 
ing anti-freeze at least every 
two years. So that's a good 
time to flush the system. It is good for your engine, along with possi 
bly extending the life of your radiator. If you don't do it yoursclt 

cneck out different dealers an h IMr>inon Fnr Dniii-inln An anOIIU , 1 flUShinj 
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like a certain song, but I would 
play it since I like iL At least 95 
per cent of the songs [ play arc 
ones that I really like." 

With Jordanian English music 
booming, local groups are de¬ 
manding a larger share of broad¬ 
casting for their music. Like the 
other DJs at RJ, Maha is trying 
to give- the local musicians a fair 
deal. 

"I think it's our duly, since we 
arc all Jordanians, to promote 
our musical talents, and I think 
that wc do that fairly well," she 
says. "In this programme cycle. 


i niuugn correspon- uiu ' j --your engine, annus r-, 

dcnce. the DJ discovers what ¥ c of y° ur radiator. If you don’t do it youred 

people really want to hear. UrisUme trf* a? 01 dcalcrs 81111 Stages for specials on engine flushinj 

predation * 0 ? mv f «hn Id * j£ij? youre 8 euin fi y° ur feet and pants wet, maybe you & 

Site' lh ~- ,rilislw °° r 

mdTfkft 1 - 7 y ■ ™“ ch ’ biff P°i nt 7 0u arc starting to get to the heart of (he matter Yn 
i I?„ m,nd cnUcism - ^iter check the heater and radiator hoses. If you don't, the fa 
t nese are the kinds nf foithine vnu tr»nu, ...:n u____umr fpet sill 


predation ^f my ^hows^of shoidd ehSk you,fe . « euin fi y° ur fcc * ^ panis wet, maybe you al 
my kind of music. I like an- fne woufe h^ If il is lwo or *** ycarS ^ * 

... MdTlkftriSn?™ - 7* - h i l £ P°i nt 7 0u arc starting to get to the heart of the matter Y 

ike a certain song, but I would J 1 aJso 1 , do , n . t J m,nd enucism. better check the heater and radiator hoses. If you don't, the f 

play it since I like iL At least 95 / nese are I1 lhc “ nds of Otters that th,n 8 you know you will be on your way to work with your feet si 

per cent of the songs 1 play are 1 . ansv y er » Maha explains. "On wet * and 11 happens. You blow the bottom radiator hose and lose all 

ones that I really like." the other hand, 1 don't like the yo £ ne ^,“freeze. Sounds all loo familiar, doesn't it? , „ 

With Jordanian English music ^nd of letters which goes 'Hel- ft* H™® Jo check your heart. This is the battery, of JJJ 

booming, local groups are de- l? 1 1 want to ask for this sonc , « cab l es f^t and replace them if necessary. Check ine 

manding a larger share of broad- B Y C B ye!' There is a special pro- S ' “ you ^ 1 ^ ave 1681 equipment for testing bauenes, g 
casting for their music. Like the gramme for requests — Listen- u Slore ,’ ^ wU1 he happy to test it for you andIffy 

other DJs at RJ, Maha is trying ers' Choice. To be frank I throw feremnn? 1 !^ lc !? 8 u 11 , wi J! live - You ma y want 10 ® el a couple0 
to give the local musicians a fat this kind of letter awav"AMm M fl nv P ir? nS and i hats °^' ^ .mine 

deal. fnr ih e (feqimu of p ' Many of us spend more time driving our cars than we do 

"I think it's our duly, since we letters listeners! 6 ° f y ° Ur ™^ l 5 mchair wa fching the Browns lose what was to 
are all Jordanians, to promote OT Bobby Rahal almost winning a CART * 

our musical uilcim. and I ihink ® Friday: f;2S a.m. room™ weT Sh °“ “ ^ better Care of our car than we do me 

e^l" On die day of the show, Maha 

12:30a , nd r^ at thC radio sm ° n « them C 8 mber, i 0Ur ^ is one of our ^ friends - That's why 
Jordanian P ^ I™ 35 1x51016 hcr Pm- hem Spccial names - So good care of it and it won't let you do* 

try my best to play at IcasTonc ward^ die musical r?* 16 hcad f s t0 ‘ 1,1111 r,IM i « ,|,| hu ,| « | iiii 1 .iiiimiiiiitiiin |, t |n ‘ , “ 111111 

song each week for a Jordanian the songs she will pla^Rj's^J "*52157, v. 3rd ? fuid ^y son g- “ig everyone. Thisis Raj 0 lc 

u Sical library contains 3 ^ sh ™>s an average of (to. broiicasthig faW A»® 

Live shows put the DJ in a formats tor musical tourin' abo 1 1 ? 1 I 5 son 8S Per and I'm Maha KasstdehW 

„ s '"jf llon ' ox P os ‘ n g her to LPs (Long Play di“s) Slto t® 1 ?* her ,ho * you U 1 U 1 o'cloclcon the Fnd 

lots of embarrassments and fun- different smirwwnJi .* matenaJ.Maha heads toward the mom ine show 

ny siLuntioas that nobodv can sinni^ h;£w^ P ^ U o,1S ' and ? lu ? 10 with he r listeners’ letters m ??jl n8 ehnw is- on ihe ^f 


try my best to play al least one ward the musical libra 
song each week for a Jordanian the songs she will pla 

7. ‘ , sical library contains 

Live shows put the DJ in a formats for musical 
critical situation, exposing her to LPs (Long Play discs) 
loLs of cmbairassments and fun- different song comol 
ny situatioas that nobody can singles on discs f45s) 
predict. "It was a morning show Ac fibr^ cS 

S " ^ 0 . c ? nlrol room. 3614 singlS thaf^ 

The sound lechntciun told me weekly with the latest 

ab0,,t a m 1,1,5 ' n England J* 

who phoned earlier, so I was 7250 Ip/ihs,. & 

laughing," recalls Maha/'I went undatedwiihSL?? P 

aside toe sutdio, sat in fronTof EKSS'S 


T\yni\hr« S •>' ■ announcement and infonna- 

5#SS!5ftri' 

/Z50 LPS that are periodicallv ■ lhe *N*0. 


weekly with the latest top tWemy 

723d n LPs 8 ^- 118,80 rontains^ 
/Z j j. lhat 816 periodicallv 
updated with the latest titles. The 
single and LP a- tides are iiv 


« snuw ana sne 
herself arid-enters 


iiwiuc me stuaio, sat in front of unoi* - --- ine da 

the microphone, and I thought ‘ dejfed alnhnkfri « UUeS in ‘ ® Friday: 7:00 a m. 

I'll forget about 11 But when I ‘ ** ' 1 f! 

ing to.tjie groups' names. So it's; *It '5 seven, rfeiiv*:.* 


"It's seven. 


The show % on ; 

Maha is behind‘ Ute gljs 

separates the istpdlo ; ^ 10 
control room, waviog w ™ 
to the sound techmciari,^ 

the songs. The- 

waves are tiaVeUih$;;fto»?U 
v.dio stationto 
. sets all oyer. 
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Crossword Puzzle 


I comedian Bon 
$Comedtaii By'on 

(•‘But thou ait 
—ready to 
pafdon 
Neh 917 
14 Actor Richard 

II Coronet 
II Custody 
17 Master of 

slapstick and 
pathos 

19 He. to Hadrian 

20 Type at TV show 

21 Conlirrriation 
reply 

22 Harmonica 
player Larry- -- 

23 Ancient Chmtjso 
2 i Eye pari 

27 Fitzgerald of 
songdom 
29 Beaver Stale 
32 Track circuit 
35 Savors 

38 Mels' territory 

39 Ardor 


ACROSS 

41 II. lit 

42 fclifii:. Ilfi*T-. 

43 I<aIMii' Hi'1 tit 
M M A t.ilm: 

44 lill| " , '1i‘ 

46 l til''''l 

47 lli'i |irinii"| In 
Hum-. 

49 -l.i' -I* in llu- 
| >ul| »l. i' i| 

51 t m.mi .mil 
Ollfi' 

54 1 r. t|i 

57 niM'i :.il »|» ,f l 
■ oral i* .l.ii it I 

59 i'.ivi- a 

61 I'lli.■ "i ‘ ■" ili.i 

03 i il' My 

I I'll I' •! l»i 

64 M-r.I' i "1 nr'ill 
I ii in «>: 

66 I !• 4 lint'", in 
f . in . 

67 I .f.r' i'i- i'I I* -II'•* 

60: <1 '■!' !*•».. 

69 :Um f.ijiiil • 
lOli n 

70 I’JnliV'tli in 

I t- 1 ii- - 

71 t.i<n i-iiiM- 
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Ilia, iMiiB ana 



1 Mister, in 
Germany 

2 S-shaped 
moldings 

3 Chaplam. to a 
Gl 

4 Guarantee 

5 Mischievous 
Olympian 

eCalla — 

7 Subsequently 
Blneqular 

9 Fabray, to 
friends 

10 Quality of being 
SOur 

11 Comedian 
featuring 
inventive props 
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DOWN 


13 H'-i.il'li /1'">r f l''> 

13 -.'.'Ml .• HI .' HI!'.'' 

IB i n until-i lo 1 
22 Alum-.pi"'i'' 

24 'iv/' 'I'I" Mi-in 
2G 1 Jm nl: I ilrtyi.'l'j 
28 Mi-vi« • t *. irlM -i 
30 Mi Kir il. hi i '.I i. nit 


31 i H»|i..if nr ..I 

32 c'.iinn hIk m l.'V 

33 T;miii:i li.in King 

34 MM'jIih i'i ILilwn 
mu mi 'iy 

38 C« umil kill 

DlOPMHl 


37 riKCyol pitching 
lame 

■to Abnormal tissue 
C|ri)-.'.tli 

45 My..tu.al 

40 0(.iMV\ll.H'i 

Tirot 

50 nis'niiseri 

52 l : r,iijrance 
53l.'aidnoss units, 

55 Vi k mi i chieftain 

56 Oti'.-'*ir*-t»Hi i iF.nd in 
il n niVjH 

57 linitai'. 1 'J 

58 London art 
(jnlliiiy 

60 TlHirnUHu 
62 Vn.v pmi. r- tj 

64 Gunpdian 
DuLi iito 

65 Author Fleming 
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By Ghassan Ghanem 


Maximise your Chances 

YOU are given a briilgc problem, most c ? s [j c ^JjfyTAnThe^andKl his contract instead 
nc8 you find the right solution due to the chib i| ncs . _ . what happened? iheVQ 

you know il is a problem. But it »s of going th Awwad repeated the 

:Iy different, when vnii net il on the la- Hmnrvyi under the 
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» you nnti me riglil solution due to Utc ciuu ! | DBS *?'““J'^hat happened? iheVQ 
you know il is a problem. But it »s of going th Awwad repeated the 

' diffc[cnl ' wl ' c ' , y°" ecl il on thC “■ . raStotwelve uicics.Lucky5 rtoat 

all, cashing the ¥ A and• ^nothing. If the 
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n unconicstcd sequence that shall be new source of locks wuj y have 

sealed, East-West reached 6N from the Without disturbing _yoi^P ’ . fl w hilc you 
-North led the *K. , nothing 10 lose but evoy once 

on the first Irick, played the ♦ J and fi- would have mu«t S* 1 • 

successfully. How do you go on? Here is the full nanu. 

mce in a while, a typical problem hand ' . Q 

in genuine life with very innocent • J Nv, . 

». _ " V!' 

3 the hand, how did you continue. Did . . i ; ♦ 1054 , 

at the club finesse? If you did, you go - ■ ; • • f K»64 

itsl Did south hold up his *K? • :: zr VT " 1 ♦ — 

R hp.lH it ha ImiM timii af his first i ieiM. .8 N I ^ rinnlH 
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ARIES (21 March - 19 April): The working day should pose few prob- I 
lems. Try to accomplish as much as possible in the shortest amount of I 
lime. Tomorrow is api lo be hcclic. Checks slock lips carefully before in- I I 
vesting. Take your lime when liandling complicalcd tasks. Deal with busi- I 
ness associates cvenhandedly. Resolve family problems with discretion. I j 
Tliosc in authority respond favourably lo special courtesies. I I 

TAURUS (20 April - 20 May): Take a more tcvellieaded ajrproach to I I 
business and financial affairs. This is nu lime lo rock the boat wiih impul- 1 I 
sive nciions. A troubled family member needs your supjxnl. lie there. I 
Those who arc scir-employed can improve ilieir chances for long-lasting I 
success this week. A new coniuci could help you promote a jhH project. I l 
Du noi neglect your family obligations. Q 

GEMINI (21 May-20 June): Stick u» projects you can handle on your I 
own Co-workers arc apt ui Iv lethargic or erratic:. Financially, ibis is a 1 j 
week of mixed trends. Follow i)ie advice ol evpeiis only. Other |Wip» I 
have comm ii incuts that require you iliatim' y«'»ir sche»lule. Repay past I ■ I 
favours. Keep unflattering opinions to yourself. Socialising this evening I j 

I help soothe jangled nerves. I 

IS’CEK (21 June - 22 July): A willingness n> meet others halfway I 
ks to your advantage. Weigh the pros and ems of a pioj.ised merger. I 
lcsty is the best policy when discussing your ocp.vtaiii.ns. Ixoiu.uk e I 
: ymir spirits. A visitor brings good if»s that can W sli.ued wnh your I 
fi'l ones. Your scl ft oiifi. let it c grows. Someone wlm talks a 1«4 al-mt 1 
ag generous is actually rpiiic sellisli. Romantic partner reveals a ret. I I 

O (23 July - 22 Ang.i: Sign noihitig without fust consul ting voiit ac- | 
imam or lawyer. Ail associate who .q.^ ais K* easy going \•. r.-ally 1 
y shrewd. iJo not or pec l to get something h-r iiiilliiHg in an iiil<*rin.t I > 
iiness arrangement. Travel and roman-.e are pan ol ihw weeks p an I 
ike a serious effort l" mganise ym day "t much ol i« cmM »' "aslut. 1 
U gel sudden insight ini., the reasonx tm your i.-stlessne •- I 

k(iO(2l Aug.-22 Sepl.l: Theuic-cpeclc'il« kcui•- Youi work selu'ditle I 
travel .maitgemenls could W upset. Refuse n. let .en.p.rary seiduek-. I 
1 V uu down I Work your way through the days katei.U.>.-pe m cii.ui^-s i 
iwly and calmly. Martial harmony is a source of great pleasure. I lie I 
nortuniiy arises to S|vnd more time togeiliet. A deejvr on-ler -tan. i g I 
your loved one's needs nukes the Imure look nuwli brighier. I 

HKA (23 Sept. - 22 Oct.): Money received from creative ventures I 
„uld lx: saved, not spent. Consider investing a little more nine and ef- I 
,1 in 3 project that lias proved hard to get nff the ground. I erstsier.ee is I 
sential. Someone* could sound n lot lx:tier on the telephone than in per- I 
n. Keep a secret! An older family member may 1« ynAw ° r >‘ ,ur iUC ' I 
ss. Avoid this person for the time being. 1 

"ORPIO (23 Oct. - 21 Nov.): Make a special effort lo complete uver- j 
K paperwork. Keep plugging away at a difficult task until it is 1 

dventure beckons. Seek your mate s conperatwm lor a wonderful week- I 
ld( The element or surprise could ho the kc-y to success nghL now Kcjp I 
:w ideas under wraps until all the details are worked out. Money prob-1 
ms lessen and so does tension. Romance blossoms. | 

AGITTARIUS (22 Nov. - 21 Dec.) Others may ask prying questions. I 
luard your privacy. An action Lakcn in the past could provoke your ro- I 
.antic partner's jealousy. Get in touch with out of-Lown associates by id- j 
ohone Aim high this week! Financial negotiations enjoy favourable m- I 
UCTice. A^shOTt business nip could clinch a deal Reals, an urge ,0 ,« 
omcone else represent you when the slakes arc high. | 

UPRICORN (22 Dec. -19 Jan.): Difficulties at work seem less urgent, j 
dtow up an idea you had last night. Find lime to mediate on var.ous new 
ilans and strategics. A last-minute invitation could provide a challenging I 
vening- Your M1uci.ee ia fel, in many area,, ycl public recogniuon could I 
,Re clusive. A low-key appmach U heal when denlmg w.,h mnuenual 
iigher-ups. Be modest but not coy. I 

vnUARlUS (20 Jan.-18 Feb.): The erratic behaviour or a co-worker is 1 
Mailing. Extra money can bo made from creative enterprises Listen to 1 
what vour ntnic~o7 partner has to say about invesunents. Thing have j 
,.. L aj, excellent day to renew old friendships. Rumors of ninjor 1 

sions^ Loved one may express doubts. Offer reassurance. I 

mqCKS no F cb.- 20 March): A lack of acUvity at work will lest your I 
SS™ Be careful not to fritter away valuable time. and 

Lunching In a fancy resiaurani will provide some happy mo- I 
K An o d invostmc.il could yield surprising new rewms. Remvcsl In I 
75 £m» insdng fimuKinl «eu.l,y U tm mny m^e dc- 
mantis. Take a firm stand with an individual who nags. j 

'rule wirFK'S CHILDREN grasp ideas quickly once iheir aiicniion is 

resist taking shortcuts. Wise par-- 

eSKui S 5 l 5 children leomccIMUipluK,. TOcnled.llwt- 
-mmmi linaiiisiics they are grdul cominimicators. Poliiics,publiCrc- 
guagt»-«ndli^lW..mey^» fef ^ wfcxplora . A ,distniitof. 

laiions ^ Wear' dclich'efl and unemotional When 

ofWCCCSf. .. : r -. .:i : . • •• ’i.-' 


Ifl 


Tm 



























< ' / ■ i * »,■ > w-,-- 

•#**&*&£ V ?.• 



I Algerian . 

. 641271/2 

1 Arab Republic of Yemen 642381 

Australian. 

.. 637246/7 

Austrian Embassy. 

.674750 

Bahrain .. 

..... 664148 

Belgian . 

. 675683 

Canadian... 

. 666124 

Chilean... 

... 661336 

Cyprus Honorary Cons 

. 642653 

Czechoslovakian . 

. 665105 

Danish Consulate Gen 

. 622324 


. 623443 

French ..... 

. 641273/4 


689351 

German D.R. 

...819351/2 

Greek. 

.672331 

Hungarian . 

.674916 

Indian. 

.637262 

Iraqi . 

639331 

Italian . 

638185 

| Consulate Gen. Ireland.. 630878 

Japanese . 

..6724 86/7 


.665107 

Kuwaiti. 

..675135/8 

Libyan. 

.666118 

Lebanese . 

... 641381 

Moroccan ... 

.641451 

Netherlands.637967/625165 

Indonesian. 

.828911 

North Korean ... 

.... 666349 

Norwegian Consulate 

.63716-1 

Pakistani. 

....622787 

People's Rep. of China. 

.666139 

Philti pines. 

645161 

Polish. 

. 637153 

Qatar. 

.644331/2 

Romanian . 

.667738 

Saudi Arabian. 

.. 814154 

South Korean. 

.660745/6 

Spanish . 

....622140 

Sudanese. 

6-14251/2 

Swedish . 

.669177/9 

Swiss. 

.686416/7 

Syrian. 

.. 641076 

I untsiaji. 

.674307/8 

Turkish . 

...Ml 251 

United Arab Emirates . 

... 644369 

United Kingi loin. 

....823100 

United .Stairs of Arne fie 

1 .. 644371 

USSR. 

.. 641158 

Delegation of the EEC. 

....668191 

UNDP . 

.668171/7 

UNRWA...... 


Pu/Cist Com. off. (Taiwan).1 


UNICEF. 

Con. of Sri Lanka 




Arab Air Cargo.674191/95 

Acroflol.641510 

Air France,.666055/667824 

Air India .675888/9 

Air Lanka . 655377/651799 

Allitalia..625203 

American- Airlines.669068 

Arab Wings.894484 

Austrian ALrlmes..637380/667028 

Balkan Airlines.665909 

British Airways.641430 

China Airlines..637380 

Cathey Pacific.624363 

Cyprus Airways.667028 

Egypt Air. 630011 

Emirates Airlines.662141/678321 

Gulf Air.653606/656616 

Hungarian Airlines.639295 

Iberia.637827/644036 

Iraqi Airways. 628596/628598 

Japan Air Lines .630879 

K.L.M .622175 

Korean Airlines.. 676624/662236 

Kuwaiti Airlines. 630144 

Libyan Arab Airlines .... 643831/2 

Lufthansa. 601744 

Malaysian Airlinc.639575/653446 

M.E.A. 636104 

Olympic. 630125/638433 

PIA . 625981 

Phillippina Airlines.670155 

Polish Airlines. 625981 

Quilns.641430/655447 

Royal Jordanian.. 678321 

Sabana Belgian Airlines. 675888 

Saudia. 639333 

Scandinavian Airlines .... 604649 

Singapore Airlines. 676177 

Sudan Airlines. 662111 

Swiss Air (C.S.A.).642943 

Swiss Air. 629831 

Syrian Air. 622147 

TARCOM- Romanian.637380 

Thai Airways. 604649 

Tuns World Airline. 623430 

Turkish Airlines.. 659102 

Yemcenia Airways. 628175 

Yugoslav Airlines.604911 


Queen Alia Airport (08)53200 
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Cultural centres 

Royal Cultural Centre.. 661026/7 ' 
American Centre Library 641520 

British Council. 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre..,., 637009 

Goethe. Institute. 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre.644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre.. 624049 
Turkish Cultural Centre... 639777 

Hnya Arts Centre.....'.. 665195 

Hussein Youth City.667181/5 

Y.W.C.A. 641793 

Y.W.M.A. 664251 

Amman Mun. Library. 637111 

Univ. of Jordan Library.,.. 834555 


Shakhsshir. 

Al-Jabal . 

Kilt la ... 

Al-l.ahudi. 

National.. 

. 668958 

.606669 

..665161/665153 

.813554 

.639197/8 

Ncho. 

Petra. 

Rabbit Ammon... 
Al-Kimal. 

. 816792 

. 605501 

. 672424 

.639861 

Al-Sanicr. 

.771707 

625767/671471 

Star. 

. 604904 

Tigar. 

Trust. 

.. 673317 

Al-Waha .674105 

Abu Degge.644642/644906 

Ainin Jartai (Avis). 670498 

Amman. ftw»377 

Arabian. 

.641350 

. O 8/51 non 

Budget . 

Dc’as. 

.604230 

. 669970 

Dirani . 

.660601 

Europe ar . 


General Services 


Gulf—. 



m# 



Algeria... 

Argentina. 

Buenos Aires 1 

Australia. 

Adelaide 8 
Brisbane 7 
Canberra 62 
Melbourne 3 
Perth 9 
Sydney 2 

Austria.. 

Vienna 222 


oanram. 

Belgium. 

.973 

. 37 

Antwerp 3 

Brussels 2 

Brazil . 

55 

Rio dc Janeiro 21 
Brazilla 61 

Bulgaria. 

35Q 

Sofia 2 

Canada. 


Ottawa 613 

Chile. 


Santiago 2 

Cyprus. 

357 

Nicosia 21 

Czechoslovakia.... 

.42 


Denmark. 

Copenhagen (Inner) 1 
Copenhagen (Outer) 2 

Ecuador.. 

Quito 2 

Egypt-*-. 

Cairo 2 

, Eire:... 

Dublin 1 
Cork 21 

Finland.... 

Helsinki 0 

France... 


Cinemas 


Concord.. 677420 

Rainbow..» 625155 

Opera. 675573 

plaza. 674111 

Philadelphia. 634144 

Nijoum. 675571 

Sports Clubs 

A1 Hussein Sports City..... 667181 

Orthodox Club. 810491 

Royal Automobile Club... 815410 

Royal Shooting Club. 736572 

Royal Chess Club. 673713 


I) > 

1 

Amman 

Crown. 

Philadelphia. 

..798181 

. 663100 

.... 660100 

Regency . 

Jerusalem . 

Intercontinental. 

. 660000 

.665094 

.... 641361 
. 665186 

Commodore . 

Middle East. 

Grand Palace. 

Tycho . 

International... 

San Rock. 

.665181 

. 667150 

. 661121 

.661114 

.... 841712 
. 813801 

Alia Gateway. 

Amra . 

Plaza . 

(08) 51000 
.... 815071 
. 674111 

Aqaba 

Huliday InVl. 

.312426 

Miramar*. 

.314340 

Al-Cazar. 

. 314131 

Coral Beach. 

.313521 

Aquamorina [. 

Aquamarine U. 

..316250 

.315165 

Aqaba . 

.314091 


Emergencies 

Amman govemoratc..91228 

Amman Civil Defence... 198, 199 

Civil Defence Irbid. 271292 

Civil Defence Dept.661111 

Ambulance.193.775111 

Amman fire bridgade.198 

First aid.. 630341 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Civil Defence rosuce. 630341 

Police rescue.621111, 637777 

Police headquarters. 639141 

Traffic police. 896390 

Electric Power Co.636381/4 

Water complaints. 897467 

Queen Alia Airport.(08) 53200 

RJ Flight Info.(08)53200 

Hospitals 

Hussein Medical Centre... 813813 

Khaledi Maternity.644281/6 

Akleh Maternity.642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity... 642362 

Mai has, J. Amman.636141 

Palestine, Shmeisani.664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital. 669131 

University Hospital. 845845 

Al-Muashor Hospital.667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali.. 666127/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali. 664164/6 

Italian-Al-Muhajreen.777101/3 

Al-Bashir, Ashrafieh....775111/26 

Army, Marka..891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital.602240/50 

Amal Hospital. 674155 

General 

Jordan Television..773111/19 

Radio Jordan.774111/19 

Ministry of Tourism. 642311 

Hotel complaints. 605800 

Price complaints.661176 

Telephone Information. 121 

Jordan and Middle East calls... 10 
Repair service.623101 


Editorial & advertising telephone 
number: 648298 

Distribution: Jordan Distribution 
Agency, telephone: 630191 



Paris 1 

Germany W(FRO). 49 

Bonn 288 

Greece.. 

Athens/Pirseus 1 

India. 9 , 

Bangtore 812 
New Delhi 11 
Bombay 22 

And all cities with area codes be¬ 
ginning with 1,2,3,4,5, 6 , 7 ,- & 8 . 

Indonesia. 

Jakarta 21 . . 

tojy.. 

Rome 6 

kwi.. 

Baghdad 1 

Xr5.« 

“ta.. 

Kuwait. 0 ,c 

Korea.i. 9 “ 

Seoul 2 . . 

Tripoli 21 . . 

Bcinu 1 1 . 961 

Malaysia. 

■ Kuala Lumpur 3 . .. 

Mexico.,\. v* 

Mexico City 5 ' 

Rabat 7 ' 

Ncathcrlands.I. ......... ^ 


.212 


Amsterdam 20 
Rotterdam 10 

..967 

AlBayda 6 
Hodeidah 3 
Sanaa 5 
Taiz4 

N |Seria......234 

Lagos 1 

Oman...,.... 

Karachi 21 
Lahore 42 
Peshawar 521 
Rawalpindi/Islamabad 51 

... 

Asuncion 54 

Pent. - 

Lima 14 . . 

T8SS?. 

.Poland.. . 0 

Warsaw'22 .«■■■—. 48 

.- Z 

Bucharest 0 *. 

Saudi Arabia . . o fi/ - 

Al-khqbar 3 “ . 966 

Al-Madina4 
Dammam 3 
Jeddah 2 
Mecca 2 
Riyadh 1 

Kc!oii3. 34 

Madrid 1 
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Folklore Museum: Jewelry md 
costumes over 100 years old Also 
mosaics from Madaba and Jcnjh 

(4 th to 18th centuries). The Roman 

Theatre. Amman. Opening hours -9 
5 P m - year round. Tel 

651760, 

Jordan ArchaeologlcalMuseim' 
Has an excellent collection ofihc 
antiquities of Jordan. Jabal u. 
Qal'a (Ciiudcl Hill). (Wm 
hours: 9 n.m - 5 p.m.). Closed'Tues¬ 
days. 

Jordun National Gallery: Con¬ 
tains a collection of paintings, ce¬ 
ramics, and sculptures by conietn- 
porwr Islamic artists from most of 
die Muslim countries, and a collec¬ 
tion of paintings by 19lh cennay 
Orientalist artists. Munlazah.Jabil 
Wclbdcli. Hours 10 a.m.-1:30p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 630128. 



St. Joseph Church: (RomanCath¬ 
olic) Jabal Amman, Tel. 624590 

Church of the Annunciation: 
(Roman Catholic) Jabal Wclbdeh. 
Tel. 637440. 

Dc la Salle Church: (Roman Caih 
olic) Jabal Hussein. Tel. 661757. 

Terra.su ntu Church: (Romm 
Catholic), Jabal Wclbdch, mass in 
Italian every Saturday at 5:30 p.m. 
Tel. 622366. 

Church of the Annunciation 
(Greek Orthodox) Abdali, Td. 
623541. 

Church of the Redeemer: Jabal 
Amman, Tel. 625383. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Asluafieh. Tel. 775261. 

St. Ephrlum Church: (Syrian 
Orthodox) Ashrafich. Tel 771751. 

Amman International Church: 
(Interdenominational) meets at 
Southern Baptist School in 
Shmeisani, Tel. 827981. 

Church of the Good Shephered: 
(Evangelical Lutheran) Urn As- 
SummnqTcl. 811295. 


Marbcllfl 52 
Majorca 71 

Sri .. 94 

Colombo 1 „, D 

Sudan. 249 

Khartoum 11 

Sweden. 46 

Stockholm 8 -- 

Syria....... 

Damascus 11 o0 , 

Taiwan. 886 

Taipei 2 u 

Thailand. 

Bangkok 2 9l6 

Tunisia. 

Tunis 1 on 

Turkey.■••••■ 90 

Ankara 4 
Istanbul 1 

UAE. 9/1 

Abu Dhabi 2 
Ajman 6 
A1 Ain 3 
Dubai 4 
Fujairah 70 
GhyathI 52 
Ras al Khaim ah 77 
Sharjah 6 

UmmAlQuwaino ;■ .... 

UK.;.... 

London .1 
Uruguay.,. 

Montevideo2*: : 1 ) 

USA.: I 

New York 212/7-18 ... - •- r 
- Washington 202 : ;■ 7 . 

USSR-,. ............... • 

Moscow 095v'-* ..j 

:. .Caracas2 *( \ 


. .Caracas2 . 

Yugoslavia.i..,.'.... 1 *..—•; 

< . .v>*. \ y :-v ; ..‘A 

— : • ■ • .A . t. \: ... . 

























































































































































































































































































